
port from the entire community.

 I breathed a sigh of relief when 
the Trump administration’s border 
czar announced on Feb. 12 the end 
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MINNEAPOLIS CITY COUNCIL MOVES TO
REMOVE “ICE” FROM LOCAL LEXICON

By Molly Mogren Katt

MINNEAPOLIS BEGINS TO HEAL

After months of intimidation and 
disruption, Minneapolis residents 
are rebuilding with the help of 
limited assistance, but lasting re-
covery will demand ongoing sup-

By Courtney Cushing Kiernat

of Operation Metro Surge and 
the drawdown of ICE agents in 
Minneapolis.
 But like many others, I un-
derstand that the visible and in-
visible damage to our commu-
nity, and the tens of thousands 
directly impacted, will require 
many years and much effort to 
repair and heal.
 Thousands of people, based 
on the color of their skin or im-
migration status, were and con-
tinue to be impacted by Oper-
ation Metro Surge. It may be 
over on paper, but it continues 
to haunt and affect Minneap-
olis families, workers, restau-
rants, businesses, hospitals and 
schools.
 One woman who has lived 
in Minneapolis with her hus-
band, both employed and tax-
paying residents for more than 
20 years, has been in hiding 
with her school-age children for 
months.
 She shared, “I need to be 
stronger, but how do you just 
move on?” Still fearful, she has 
cautiously returned to work.

Continued on page 5

Continued on page 6

In the wake of Operation Met-
ro Surge, the Minneapolis City 
Council is leading a push to re-
move the word “ice” from busi-
ness names, public spaces and 
everyday language as residents 
continue to navigate the policy’s 
lasting impacts.

 Minneapolitans are being 
asked to fight ice in a new way. 
In the aftermath of U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-

ment’s “Operation Metro Surge,” 
the City Council insists business-
es drop “ice” from their names 
— and even, quite literally, from 
their premises.
 “I couldn’t believe my eyes,” 
East Isles resident John Higgins 
told the Hill & Lake Press, sit-
ting at his kitchen table in the 
historic Bull Higgins house.
 As Bobby McFerrin’s “Don’t 
Worry Be Happy” piped through 
a Sonos system on repeat, Hig-

gins handed our team an of-
ficial-looking document on 
City of Minneapolis letterhead, 
marked up extensively in what 
appeared to be graphite from a 
No. 2 pencil.

 “The City Council states 
here that ‘Icehouse’ is too trig-
gering for residents, and that 
we’ll incur a daily fine of $100 
until we change the name start-
ing May 1.”
 Higgins claims the city 
even sent a list of potential new 

The Minneapolis City Council has had enough with the word “ice” and aims to ban it. 
(Image: Courtney Cushing Kiernat)

A mother and child sheltering at home peek out a window as ts they enjoy the music 
of over a 100 street strolling Singing Resistance protesters sharing hope and support. 
(Image: Courtney Cushing Kiernat)

names, including Cold Playhouse, 
Nicollet Ave and the Music Ven-
ue Formerly Known as a Place 
that Stored Frozen Water from the 
Lakes Before Freezers Were In-
vented. 
 Higgins is just one of many 
Minneapolis residents receiving 
such threats from council mem-
bers.
 The Loppet Foundation has 
been instructed to strip any men-
tion of ice from next year’s Lumi-
nary Loppet marketing materials.
 In its stead, the city suggest-
ed verbiage such as “illuminated 
frozen sculptures” and “enchanted 
fire-lit cryogenic water garden.” 
 A representative from the Min-
neapolis City Council who asked 
to go by their Signal pseudonym 
WhistleFerret, says healing our 
city in the wake of the federal gov-
ernment’s paramilitary invasion is 
Priority Number One.
 “Who can even think about 
fixing potholes in a time like 
this?”, they told the Hill & Lake 
Press. “We need to change these 
names, and change them immedi-
ately. And this is just the tip of the 
glacial floe.”
 WhistleFerret said to expect 
changes within the parks system. 
Parade Ice Garden, which will 

“  In the aftermath 
of U.S. Immigration 
and Customs 
Enforcement’s 
‘Operation Metro 
Surge,’ the City 
Council insists 
businesses drop 
‘ice’ from their 
names — and 
even, quite 
literally, from their 
premises. ”
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 This is a perfect time to reaf-
firm that revelation through giving 
to rent relief at “Adopt-a-Rent” at 
“StandWithMinnesota.com.” Dona-
tions of $500 to $3,000 are matched 
directly with someone in need, 
with payment made through Zelle 
or Venmo. Another organization is 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors.
 Please feel free to contact me 
at marmoore56@gmail.com for 
more information or if you would 
like help determining where or how 
much to give. Thank you.

Marian Moore
Kenwood

Thank You, Hill & Lake Press

 I just finished reading the 
March issue of the Hill & Lake 
Press and wanted to say how thank-
ful I am that we have such a won-
derful community resource. It’s 
clear how much dedication goes 
into keeping a strong local newspa-
per alive.
 The issue was terrific from start 
to finish. I especially appreciated 
the commentary about the new city 
flag. The line describing the current 
version as something that “might 
hang in the lobby of a community 
and technical college circa 1956” 
made me laugh out loud.
 Thank you to everyone involved 
in producing another thoughtful 
and engaging issue. Local journal-
ism like this makes our community 
stronger.

Melissa Rappaport Schifman
Cedar-Isles-Dean

Uptown Needs a Council Member 
Who Shows Up

 At a moment when Uptown ur-
gently needed attention, Minneapo-
lis Council Member Aisha Chughtai 
chose to be in Cuba (Star Tribune, 
March 27, 2026).
 While residents, small busi-
ness owners and community lead-
ers gathered to confront the ongo-
ing decline of Uptown, rising safety 
concerns, shuttered storefronts and 
a neighborhood struggling to regain 
its footing, their elected represen-
tative was absent. Not just unavail-
able, but out of the country.
 That absence would be concern-
ing on its own. But the destination 
matters.
 Cuba is not simply a travel loca-
tion. It is a living example of a po-
litical and economic system that has 
failed its people for decades. Chron-
ic shortages, suppressed enterprise 
and a lack of basic freedoms are not 
abstractions. They are the predict-
able outcomes of a system that dis-
misses markets, undermines public 
safety and centralizes control.
 Here in Minneapolis, we are 
seeing echoes of those same prior-
ities. The policy direction champi-
oned by Council Member Chughtai, 
often aligned with activist groups 
such as the Democratic Socialists of 
America, has too often deprioritized 
public safety, discounted the strug-
gles of small businesses and ele-
vated ideology over results. These 
approaches have not revitalized Up-
town. They have contributed to its 
stagnation.
 It is not unreasonable for con-
stituents to ask: Is this the model? 
Is this the vision? Because, sans the 
palm trees, the trajectory is difficult 
to ignore.
 Uptown does not need political 
experiments rooted in theories that 
have repeatedly failed elsewhere. It 
needs leadership grounded in ac-
countability, economic reality and a 
clear commitment to restoring safe-

The Missing Faces of 
Minneapolis

 In the weeks since Operation 
Metro Surge came to Minneapo-
lis, its impact has reached far be-
yond headlines and political debate. 
While the tragic deaths of two resi-
dents have drawn national attention, 
another loss often goes uncounted: 
the quiet disappearance of neigh-
bors, coworkers, classmates and 
friends from daily life.
 Across workplaces, restaurants, 
schools and job sites, familiar fac-
es are not showing up. Not because 
they have all been detained, but be-
cause many are living in fear and 
choosing to stay out of sight.
 These are people who have lived 
in our neighborhoods for years, paid 
taxes, raised families and contribut-
ed to our shared community. Some 
have legal status. Others are work-
ing toward it. Most are law-abiding 
in every meaningful sense. Yet fear 
has pushed many into isolation rath-
er than risk detention.
 The economic consequences are 
significant. City leaders estimate 
hundreds of millions of dollars in 
lost wages and revenue as workers 
stay home and customers stay away. 
Businesses struggle to operate. 
Schools face increased absenteeism. 
Families are forced to choose be-
tween earning a living and protect-
ing one another.
 At the same time, Minneapolis 
has responded with care. Volunteers 
and community groups have stepped 
forward with food, legal support and 
mutual aid. These efforts reflect the 
best of our city, but they also under-
score what has been lost.
 Neighbors who once shared dai-
ly routines now move cautiously, or 
not at all. The absence is visible in 
ways both subtle and profound.
 As we move forward, we should 
remember the human impact behind 
the policy. Recovery will take time. 
Rebuilding will require more than 
economic stability. It will require 
restoring trust and reconnecting the 
people who make this city whole.

Mike Erlandson
East Isles

Support Rent Relief

 I am grateful for your cover-
age of this extraordinary time in 
our city. I am writing specifically 
about the timely column from Molly 
Mogren Katt, who wrote, “Those of 
us with means, with privilege, must 
stay engaged.” Indeed.
 We are now facing a problem: 
the urgent need for rent relief to 
prevent the eviction of thousands 
of families in Minneapolis. Finan-
cial support can help address this 
need. And many of us who read this 
mighty paper have way more money 
that we need to support our lives.
 In recent weeks, I have been in-
viting support from people with sig-
nificant discretionary wealth whom 
I have worked with over many years. 
They live across the United States 
and have seen and been inspired by 
the generosity and courage of every-
day Minnesotans.
 From one invitation to a group 
of individual funders, we raised 
$700,000 from outside Minnesota. 
These funds are being matched by 
the Wilson Foundation and distrib-
uted by local nonprofits and on-the-
ground teams to people who have 
fallen behind on rent because of Op-
eration Metro Surge.
 We are in a moment when, 
through direct experience, we in 
Minneapolis have revealed to our-
selves a new way to be in communi-
ty. We have come to understand how 
interconnected we all are.

A Giant Pencil Finds a 
Bigger Stage

 “A Short Documentary About 
A Giant Pencil,” a Minnesota-made 
film about the Lake of the Isles pen-
cil, will be featured at this year’s 
Minneapolis St. Paul International 
Film Festival (MSPIFF), running 
April 8 to 19.
 The 22-minute film tells the sto-
ry of a 20-foot No. 2 pencil carved 
from a storm-damaged tree and the 
annual community ritual of sharp-
ening it each June. What began as a 
simple act of reuse has grown into a 
gathering many now see as a sym-
bol of renewal and shared creativity 
in Minneapolis.
 The film has already received 
national recognition, including Best 
Short Film at the Santa Barbara 
International Film Festival, and it 
is an honor to have it included in 
MSPIFF, one of our region’s most 
important cultural events.
 I hope neighbors, artists and 
anyone who appreciates the unex-
pected ways community can come 
together will consider attending and 
supporting the festival. For more in-
formation, please visit mspfilm.org.
 The next public sharpening of 
the Lake of the Isles pencil will take 
place Saturday, June 6. All are wel-
come.

John Higgins
East Isles
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A familiar Lake of the Isles landmark, the 
20-foot, chainsaw-carved No. 2 pencil 
stands tall on a neighborhood lawn, 
transformed from a fallen tree into a 
symbol of renewal and community ritual. 
The sculpture is featured in “A Short 
Documentary About A Giant Pencil,” 
part of Shorts 9: Eclectic Interests at the 
Minneapolis St. Paul International Film 
Festival. (Image: MSPfilm.org)
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•  Cedar-Isles-Dean
Neighborhood Association
(CIDNA)

•  East Isles
Neighborhood 
Association (EINA)

•  Lowry Hill
Neighborhood
Association (LHNA)

•  West Maka Ska
Neighborhood
Council (WMSNC)

•  Kenwood
Neighborhood
Organization (KNO)

The Hill & Lake Press is a nonprofit newspaper
funded and supported by its advertisers and
neighborhood associations:

•  East Bde Maka Ska
Neighborhood Association
(EBMSNA)

ty and vibrancy.
 Most of all, it needs a council 
member who shows up.

Dawn Erlandson
East Isles

A New Flame on Franklin

 How thrilling to attend the abso-
lutely mobbed March 7 opening of 
Lowry Hill Gallery in the once-va-
cant storefront next to Sebastian 
Joe’s on West Franklin.
 The excitement for art remind-
ed Susan and me of the teeming Art 
Crawl days down First Avenue 40 
years ago, before that energy moved 
to Northeast.
 This is Lowry Hill’s mil-
lion-dollar corner, the entrance to 
the neighborhood, and gallery own-
er Andrea Bubula and manager 
Muriel Lang have created a vibrant 
jewel box filled with light and aston-
ishing art, a true neighborhood at-
traction.
 Now the vacant Burch Steak 
across the street looks much more 
appetizing. Lowry Hill Gallery 
has provided not just a spark, but a 
flame. Let’s see if something gets 
cooking there as well.

Jim Lenfestey
Lowry Hill

A Failure of Decency

 I’m appalled by the myopic 
viewpoint taken by a recent con-
tributor in last month’s Letters to 
the Editor titled “Shame on Walz,” 
about our neighbors who are being 
terrorized by ICE.
 To believe the lies of the current 
administration — that ICE is only 
going after violent felons who are 
in the country illegally — requires 
turning away from the suffering of 
one’s neighbors.
 Refusing to see the parallels be-
tween this moment in history and 
the occupation of Nazi Germany is 
exactly how history repeats itself. 
Historical distance allows us to feel 
righteous about the persecution of a 
targeted, marginalized group with-
out having to risk standing up for 
what’s right in the present day.
 Sir, where is your decency? 
Your soul?
 I urge more critical thought and, 
perhaps most importantly, deep-
er compassion for our neighbors 
— including children and babies 
— whose lives are being torn apart 
simply because of where they were 
born, the color of their skin or the 
language they speak.
 We all like to think we would be 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

(Image: Courtney Cushing Kiernat)

Dear Friends and Supporters,

 On behalf of the entire board 
and everyone who works and vol-
unteers at the Hill & Lake Press, I 
want to extend our deepest thanks 
to each of you who donated to our 
nonprofit newspaper this past year.
 Your generosity uplifts us more 
than you may realize. Time and 
again, members of our community 
step forward to support this paper, 
often without any solicitation at all.
 That quiet, steadfast belief in 
the importance of strong local jour-
nalism sustains us, inspires us and 
reminds us why this work matters 
so deeply.
 We are incredibly proud of what 
the Hill & Lake Press has accom-
plished this past year.
 Our mission has always been to 
serve as a strong local voice, one 
that goes deeper into the neighbor-
hoods and communities we cover in 
ways major media simply cannot.
 We are honored to share the 
stories, perspectives and lived expe-
riences of our neighbors.
 Our most recent issues, which 
took a hard look at the impacts Op-
eration Metro Surge have had  on 
our community, are one example 
of our commitment to thoughtful, 

community-centered reporting.
 As a largely volunteer-driven 
publication, we operate with dedi-
cation and care.
 Your donations allow us to 
expand our coverage, invest in 
meaningful reporting and bridge 
the gap between what advertising 
revenue provides and what it tru-
ly costs to produce independent, 
high-quality local journalism. 
Quite simply, your support makes 
this work possible.
 Looking ahead, we are excited 
about what comes next for the pa-
per. We will continue to grow and 
strengthen our website, broadening 
our ability to deliver timely, in-
depth news to an even larger audi-
ence.
 At every step, our focus re-
mains the same: to amplify local 
voices and serve our community 
with integrity and depth.
 From all of us at the Hill & 
Lake Press, thank you. Your belief 
in this paper ensures that strong, 
independent local journalism con-
tinues to thrive.

With gratitude,

Mike Erlandson, Board Chair
Hill & Lake Press

YOUR SUPPORT KEEPS
LOCAL JOURNALISM STRONG

the person who did what’s right. But 
are you?

Hal Sansone
Lowry Hill

Good Intentions,
Bad Eviction Policy

 This past week, the Minneapolis 
City Council passed an ordinance 
extending the notice period for evic-
tions within the city. The council’s 
efforts are well-intended but flawed. 
By way of background, I previously 
managed affordable housing proper-
ties for a nonprofit organization and 
now manage market-rate properties 
for myself and others.
 The proposed 60-day notice 
period was not supported by any 
of the major nonprofit affordable 
housing providers operating in the 
Twin Cities. Longer notice peri-
ods primarily allow residents to go 
deeper into debt by the time they 
reach court. Many will ultimately 
be evicted for failing to pay a settle-
ment agreement tied to a debt they 
cannot afford. Others may move 
out before the eviction hearing but 
leave behind a large unpaid balance 
that bars them from securing future 
housing.
 It can already take months to 
obtain a hearing for an eviction 
case, on top of the city’s required 
30-day notice of intent to evict. As a 
result, many major landlords now is-
sue 30-day notices immediately for 
any late payment. I have personally 
been directed to issue them for as 
little as $1. You would be surprised 
how many residents in otherwise 
good standing I have had to reassure 
after receiving what appears to be 
an eviction notice over a single late 
payment.
 A better use of the city and 
county’s energy would be to pro-
vide proactive rent assistance for 
residents who are struggling. As 
written, this measure risks creating 
a trap for well-intentioned residents 
who fall behind, while also opening 
loopholes for those who may seek 
to exploit the system. At the same 
time, it increases the time and cost 
burdens placed on housing provid-
ers, costs that will ultimately be 
reflected in higher housing prices 
across our city.

Thomas Regnier 
Lowry Hill
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La Grande Bande presents its 25/26 Season

Supper & Songs

Black Forest Inn

1 E 26th St, Minneapolis

Friday, May 8
6:15PM Doors Open

6:30PM Pre-concert talk/Dinner begins

7:00PM Concert performance

Tickets
$20 (advance), $55 (with Dinner), $10 (students)

Online at www.lagrandebande.org/tickets or call 507-237-6539.
Please contact La Grande Bande directly with questions.

A night full of laughs, good food, and great music

La Grande Bande’s much beloved “Dine Out” series of casual concert performances 
enters its sixth year with a great selection of music that is sure to have you falling out 
of your chair. The evening will begin with an English cantata, written by “an eminent 

master” in the 1750s, that tells of the greatness of English Roast Beef (inspired by 
the song we performed last season). Closing the evening is Pergolesi’s hilarious set of 
intermezzi, La serva padrona, which tells the tale of a grumpy, impatient, and not-

so-bright bachelor who is wittily tricked by his maidservant into marrying her.

Use discount code HLP526 to save 10%

home 

 J N EN KYLLONE

  

 

Mention this ad
to learn about
our winter
discount!

MN Lic. BC750502

Restore and repair primary windows.
Upgrade to wood storm windows.
Maintain historic character.
Call or email today to schedule your
free, in-person assessment!

hayeswindows.com  612-259-7855

“Every part of our experience working with Hayes
was an absolute delight. Professional, detail

oriented, a passion for the work, old house nerds
like us.” -Patrick R.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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“  My friends 
have comforted 
the terrified, 
adopted the 
needs of house-
holds, stepped 
up for missing 
parents, sourced 
rent for complete 
strangers and 
put their lives 
on hold. ”

LOCAL NEWS
MINNEAPOLIS BEGINS TO HEAL Front page

 Before the surge, she worked 
six days a week and never needed 
to ask for assistance to pay her rent 
and care for her children. Now her 
employer can only give her three 
days of work because the business is 
struggling to stay open, in large part 
due to the ICE surge. Her limited 
hours mean that she will not be able 
to afford her $1,800 April rent, utili-
ties and food for her family.
 She does not want to ask for help, 
but she has little choice. Asking for 

and receiving help from strangers 
has been lifesaving but shattering 
for her sense of confidence, inde-
pendence and pride. It is an invis-
ible but damaging impact of the 
surge that will have long-term re-
percussions.
 An amazing network of com-
munity members across the Twin 
Cities has filled the void for vul-
nerable neighbors too afraid to go 
to work, get their kids to school, 
shop for groceries or attend critical 

medical appointments.
 These strangers have raised 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to 
help with rent.
 They shop for and deliver gro-
ceries to families they have never 
met. They drive children to school 
and help fill out legal custody 
forms in case parents are detained 
and their children are left behind. 
They wait outside restaurants that 
many of us frequent regularly to 
ensure vulnerable workers get 
home safely. They may never be 
publicly recognized because they 
fear retribution for their generosi-
ty and for the safety of the people 
they are supporting.
 One engaged Kenwood neigh-
bor shared, “I have seen heroism in 
unlikely places and from ordinary 
folks using every possible skill set 
at their disposal. My friends have 
comforted the terrified, adopted 

(Images: Courtney Cushing Kiernet)

“  I have seen 
heroism in 
unlikely places 
and from 
ordinary folks 
using every 
possible skill 
set at their 
disposal. ”

“  Restaurants, 
markets and 
businesses need 
customers to 
return so they 
can employ those 
who have come 
out of hiding, 
only to find their 
jobs cut or 
significantly 
reduced. ”

the needs of households, stepped 
up for missing parents, sourced 
rent for complete strangers and put 
their lives on hold. They have giv-
en generously.”
 While the generous actions 
of so many of our neighbors have 
kept impacted people safe, fed and 
housed, it is not sustainable. Many 
neighbors who hid in their homes, 
used their savings and accepted the 
generosity of others will need time 
to work and earn enough to cover 
future rents and expenses.
 Restaurants, markets and busi-
nesses need customers to return so 
they can employ those who have 
come out of hiding, only to find 
their jobs cut or significantly re-
duced.
 ICE actions and threats have 
taken a toll on the individual and 
collective mental health of our city. 

Our work as a community in sup-
port of those most vulnerable is 
not over.
 Please support our communi-
ty by frequenting restaurants and 
local businesses, and continue to 
contribute your time, talents and 
resources to help those most im-
pacted by the ICE surge get back 
on their feet and heal.

  It will take time, but we have 
proven that Minneapolis is strong 
and that we protect our most vul-
nerable neighbors.

Courtney Cushing Kiernat is the 
photo editor of the Hill & Lake 
Press. She lives in Kenwood.
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MINNEAPOLIS CITY COUNCIL MOVES TO REMOVE ‘ICE’ FROM LOCAL LEXICON Front page

LOCAL NEWS

henceforth go by the name Parade 
Zamboni Garden.
 The outdoor rink at Lake of 
the Isles will now go by the Slip-
pery Outdoor Oval. If you’re 
looking to catch a January muskie 
on Bde Maka Ska, you’ll soon be 
doing a sport called “freezy fish-
ing” while within city limits. 

 WhistleFerret shared they 
hoped to remove ice from all bars 
and restaurants, stating they may 
hold up liquor licenses for places 
that refuse to comply.
 “Cold drinks are overrated,” 
says WhistleFerret. “We don’t 
need margaritas on the rocks. 
We will allow chilled glasses, 
and businesses may continue to 
use refrigerated drinks. Just not 
you-know-what.” WhistleFerret 
did say slushies may be permit-
ted, provided the texture is more 
smooth than chunky. 
 The City Council is also dis-
cussing words with “-ice” in 
them, such as “service, office, 
rice and mice.”
 One helpful neighbor on a hy-
per-local Signal chat who goes by 
the name Pannenkoeken, suggest-
ed the city try a Castillian ap-
proach to ice-laden words.
 “I thudied abroad in Barthe-
lona in 2001,” they told our team 
via secure burner phone. “The 

dialect thounded a little thrange 
at firtht, but you get uthed to it.” 
They cut our conversation short 
to pick a “slithe” of cheese at Piz-
za Luce. 
 A local television meteo-
rologist said a council member 
reached out to her, asking to re-
move any mention of ice or icy 
from upcoming forecasts.
 “They suggested I say things 
like ‘banana peel in Mario Kart-
like conditions’ or ‘walk like a 
penguin on your way to the bus 
stop’,” she said. “Sleet, hail, snow, 
blizzard will be allowed, but I’ve 
been told ice should be treated 
like the name Voldemort.” When 
asked if this development played 
a role in her upcoming retire-
ment, she shrugged.
 A spokesperson for the city 
said they preemptively sent any 
musician with “ice” in their name 
notice that they will not be al-
lowed to perform in Minneapo-
lis  unless they remove the I-word 

By Paula Chesley

REP. KATIE JONES’ BIKE RIDE TO MOTHERHOOD 

A Minneapolis lawmaker puts 
her climate values into action, 
biking to and from the hospital 
with her newborn son.

 No one can accuse Katie 
Jones, Minnesota state repre-
sentative for District 61A, which 
covers much of the Hill & Lake 

Press coverage area, of not living 
her climate values. In this case, 
she biked them.
 On a day in late February, 
Jones, a first-term representa-
tive running for re-election, was 

chauffeured to the Mother Baby 
Center in a cargo e-bike by her 
husband, Peter Schmitt.
 A few days later, they made 
the return trip home on the same 
bike with a special passenger, 
their newborn son, Hans.
 Jones and Schmitt live in the 
Wedge, not far from the Moth-
er Baby Center in Phillips, and 
benefited from protected bike 
lanes to and from the hospital.
 Still, this was a ride like no 
other. During Jones’ pregnancy, 
the couple tested multiple route 
options, including 24th Street, 
26th and 28th streets and the 
Midtown Greenway.
 They ultimately chose 26th 
and 28th streets for their protect-
ed bike lanes, minimal hills and 
relatively clear conditions.
 Once settled into an infant 
carrier, Hans slept most of the 
way home, as Jones document-
ed on Instagram. Their pediatri-
cian, Jones said, supported the 

decision after learning about 
the safety measures they had in 
place.
 Jones has spoken public-
ly about her environmentally 
friendly lifestyle before, includ-
ing writing about her straw-built 
home. The bike ride to mother-
hood was not a one-off decision
  In 2018, the couple sold their 
car through a buyback program 
after realizing they rarely used 
it and had access to alternatives 
such as car share services.
 Her inspiration goes back 
even further. Jones recalls her 
grandfather, a doctor, biking to 
work in their small town into his 
90s.
 “My grandfather normal-
ized biking for me as a mode of 
transportation at any age,” Jones 
said.
 Whether Hans will contin-
ue the family’s climate-friendly 
commuting tradition remains to 
be seen.

Left: Katie Jones, loaded up and ready to bike home with her newborn son, Hans. Right: Katie Jones and Peter Schmitt beam embracing their newborn son, Hans.
(Images provided by Katie Jones).

“  My grandfather 
normalized biking 
for me as a mode 
of transportation 
at any age. ”

Paula Chesley is a regular con-
tributor. She lives in East Isles

“  A local television 
meteorologist 
said a council 
member reached 
out to her, asking 
to remove any 
mention of
ice or icy from 
upcoming
forecasts. ”

from their moniker.
 Ice Spice and Ice-T did not 
respond to the Hill & Lake for 
comment; Ice Cube said this 
shouldn’t affect any future en-
gagements at Minnesota’s casi-
nos.
 Vanilla Ice replied to our 
email immediately from an aol.
com address. “I hoped to play 
the Greenroom this summer,” he 
wrote. “But ain’t nobody wan-
na see someone named Robert 
Matthew Van Winkle in concert” 
(April Fools).

Molly Mogren Katt is a writer 
and mother of two. This story 
originally ran on her post Hey 
Eleanor! on Substack. She lives 
in the Wedge.
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AREA PARK BOARD COMMISSIONER
EXPLAINS DECISION TO REMOVE PARKWAY

By Ellen van Iwaarden

East Isles residents question newly elect-
ed Park Board Commissioner Jason Gar-
cia’s vote to explore closing part of The Mall 
parkway, raising concerns about safety, ac-
cess and neighborhood input.

 On Feb. 4 the Minneapolis Park and Rec-
reation Board voted 7-2 to authorize park 
staff to explore whether the Metropolitan 
Council could permanently close two blocks 
of The Mall’s northern parkway. The closure 
would occur after the Met Council completes 
the sewer reconstruction planned along The 
Mall.
 The vote reversed a decision by last 
year’s Park Board directing the Met Council 
to return The Mall Park to its current con-
figuration after the sewer work, keeping the 
parkway open.
 Newly elected District 4 Commissioner 
Jason Garcia, who represents neighborhoods 
around The Mall, was joined by at-large 
Commissioners Meg Forney, Amber A. Fred-
erick and Board President Tom Olsen in vot-
ing with the majority to explore closing the 
two-block stretch, despite strong opposition 
from nearby residents.
 District 6 Commissioner Cathy Abene, a 
professional engineer, and District 2 Com-
missioner Charles Rucker voted against the 
proposal and have raised concerns about pub-
lic safety.
 Many neighbors living near The Mall 
have opposed the proposed closure since 
it was first introduced by the Community 
Advisory Committee in 2018 and adopted 
by the Park Board in 2020. More than 800 
neighbors have signed a petition asking the 
Park Board to keep the parkway open.
 Neighborhood concerns about the pro-
posed permanent closure include potential 
public safety risks if fire department equip-
ment loses access, a concern raised by retired 
Fire Chief Bryan Tyner and Commissioner s 
Rucker, a longtime Minneapolis firefighter.
 Residents also worry that the closure 
would disrupt traffic patterns by forcing ve-
hicles and bicycles onto Lagoon Avenue at 
dangerous intersections. Currently, many 
drivers use The Mall Parkway to reach East 
Bde Maka Ska Drive and enter at a stoplight.
 Additional concerns include reduced 
parking access for elderly and disabled park 
visitors and renters along The Mall, as well 
as the loss of the park’s historic symmetry 
for what critics describe as only a minimal 
gain in sloped green space.
 The East Isles Neighborhood Associa-
tion invited Garcia to attend its March board 

meeting to explain their vote.
 “For me, it was about utilizing the space 
as park space versus parking and traffic,” 
Garcia said.
 Garcia also noted that removing the two-
block stretch of parkway would support Park 
Board goals of reducing miles traveled by 
cars on parkways and lowering emissions.
 Garcia added that park staff had reached 
out to the Metropolitan Council about clos-
ing the parkway but had not yet received a 
response. The Met Council sewer project, 
originally expected to begin last summer, has 
also experienced additional delays.
 Board and community members asked 
Garcia about their decision-making process, 
including who they consulted beyond neigh-
borhood residents and how they weighed 
neighborhood concerns about safety and ac-

cess against what many see as a small in-
crease in green space.
 Some community members also point-
ed out that The Mall borders the 1,555-acre 
Chain of Lakes Regional Park, leading them 
to question whether closing the parkway to 
add more green space would have meaning-
ful impact.
 Neighborhood leaders expressed hope 
Garcia may still reconsider supporting a per-
manent closure of the two-block stretch and 
instead address the public safety and access 
concerns raised by residents.
 Stay tuned.

Ellen van Iwaarden is the president of the 
East Isles Neighborhood Association.

LOCAL NEWS

Area Park Board Commissioner Jason Garcia and the majority of thier colleagues, several of whom were recently 
elected, support closing this section of parkway in favor of green space. Many area residents are concerned this 
could create circulation problems and parking challenges along The Mall, especially for renters who rely on access. 
They also note there is already ample green space along the adjacent Chain of Lakes. In addtion to the East Isles 
Neighborhood Association, commissioners with technical backgrounds in engineering and firefighting oppose the 
change. (Image: Ellen van Iwaarden)
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Uptown United is a new resi-
dent-driven volunteer effort that 
aims to bring people back to the 
streets, support businesses and 
strengthen community presence.

 On March 19, more than 175 
residents, business owners, po-
lice officers and elected officials 
gathered in the future home of 
the Arizona Taco Company in 
Uptown.
 The crowd was there to learn 
more about the Uptown Commu-
nity Ambassadors Program, slat-
ed to start in Uptown at the end 
of March.
 The Uptown Community Am-
bassadors will be groups of peo-
ple who care about Uptown walk-
ing the area’s streets together on 
Friday and Saturday nights.
 There will be two shifts 
each evening, and the goal is to 
strengthen the neighborhood with 
a visible community presence.
 The program is a collabora-
tion between Uptown United, a 
new cross-neighborhood advoca-
cy group, and the Uptown Associ-
ation.

 The Uptown Association is a 
long-standing nonprofit that part-
ners with businesses and commu-
nity groups to improve Uptown’s 
economic vitality and sustainabil-
ity.
 The evening’s emcee and pro-
gram founder, Andy Vaaler, de-
scribed what he wanted neighbors 

to do: “Show up to be present in 
Uptown, show up to support Up-
town businesses, show up to eat 
at Uptown restaurants and show 
up to meet your neighbors.”
 Speakers included Arizona 
Taco owner Marcos Ayala, Shop 

UPTOWN UNITED
LAUNCHES COMMUNITY AMBASSADOR WALKS

By Ellen van Iwaarden

(Image: Kevin Norman) 

“  Wouldn’t it be 
great to say
‘I was actually
a part of the
rebirth of
Uptown.’ ”

My Closet owner Marsha Magda-
lene, MPD Crime Prevention Spe-
cialist Faith Randall and MPD 
Uptown patrol officers, program 
founder and Uptown resident Lee 
Todd, Uptown United founder 
Kevin Norman, Uptown Associa-
tion President Andrea Corbin and 
newly hired Uptown Association 
Executive Director Stefani Pen-
naz.
 Kevin Norman described his 
dream for the program this way: 
“We want to have community 
walks on Friday and Saturday 
nights, not policing, just walking.
We want to get people on the 
streets walking around, eating 
at restaurants and saying hello 
to business owners.” He added, 
“Wouldn’t it be great to say ‘I 
was actually a part of the rebirth 
of Uptown.’”
 Lee Todd gave his perspec-
tive on the decline of Uptown. He 
said the decline was the result of 
increasing pressure on its busi-
nesses from the growth of online 
retail, the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the unrest following George 
Floyd’s murder.

 He credits the Uptown Farm-
ers Market, a multi-neighborhood 
community event that launched 
on Thursday nights last summer, 
with stopping the decline and 
starting the renewal.
 The Uptown Farmers Market 
will be back on Thursdays start-
ing in June. In more good news, 
Pennaz also announced that the 
Uptown Art Fair is coming back 
to Uptown this summer.
 All the speakers thanked the 
crowd for coming out to support 
Uptown. They also praised the 
increased efforts and patrols of 
the Minneapolis Police Depart-
ment, which are already making 
a difference in the number of 
people loitering and breaking the 
law in Uptown.
 Speakers stressed that more 
police presence is only part of 
the solution. Residents need to do 
their part, too.
  They encouraged everyone 
to call 911 whenever they witness 
trouble in Uptown, whether it is 
drug dealing, drug use, trespass-
ing or vandalism, or see someone 
who is not well and needs help.
 While the initial plan is to 
have the walks on weekend eve-
nings, organizers are open to 
walks happening at other times of 
the week and day as well.
 As Uptown business owner 
Judy Longbottom said, “The trou-
ble is out there 24/7.”
 Uptown supporters can sign 
up to be an Uptown Community 
Ambassador on the Uptown Unit-
ed website at UptownUnitedMpls.
org.
 The founders are seeking vol-
unteers to walk and to help or-
ganize walking shifts. All vol-
unteers can pick their own walk 
schedule and frequency.

Ellen van Iwaarden is the presi-
dent of the East Isles Neighbor-
hood Association.
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EVEN MY DOGS DON’T THINK 
UPTOWN IS “VIBRANT” 

COMMENTARY

Two dogs, one neighborhood and a daily 
walk that shows how far Uptown has to go to 
feel vibrant again. 

 My dogs don’t like walking through Up-
town — and honestly, neither do I.
 Within the past year, my partner and I 
foster-failed two rambunctious, 1-year-old lit-
ter mates through a Minnesota dog rescue.
 Like many dog-owning neighbors, we 
take advantage of Minneapolis’ walkable 
neighborhoods with beautiful turn-of-the-
century architecture. Most days we head out 
for a 3-mile loop, choosing a different route 
to sniff out and explore.
 From our home in East Isles, we can walk 
to the Minneapolis Institute of Art, Lake-
wood Cemetery, Loring Park or the entire 
path around Lake of the Isles.
 I’m sure we look like a traveling circus 
when the four of us move through the neigh-
borhood together, but I’m proud to say the 
dogs’ reactivity and lack of confidence has 
improved greatly since we adopted them, cre-
ated routines and showered them with love.
 I can’t say for certain which route is their 
favorite, but I know their least favorite: Up-
town.
 And I have to agree.
 There’s a lot going on — and not going 
on — in Uptown right now.
 My partner and I moved to Minneapolis 
in 2021, and I never experienced Uptown in 
its heyday.
 My partner, who grew up here, along with 
neighbors, often tell me about how lively it 
once was: safe, walkable and the place to be. 
I only caught the tail end of that era, visiting 
the small-format Target, Stella’s and joining 
the YWCA just before they closed.
 Since then, I have repeatedly heard lo-
cal elected officials describe Uptown as “vi-
brant.” I beg to differ.
 With so many vacant storefronts, our “ur-
ban puppy walks,” as we call them, often 
feel like a trip into the Upside Down from 
“Stranger Things,” passing eerie shells of 
businesses that once thrived.
 During winter walks, we frequently 
passed people using or selling drugs in alley-
ways, covered entryways of closed business-
es and even at the Uptown Transit Center, in 
full view of the cameras.
 I’ve watched my dogs’ demeanor change 
as we walked east along The Mall, hesitantly 
passing someone clearly under the influence 
of drugs but somehow still balancing on two 
feet and swaying in place.
 More than once, I have called 911 to re-
quest a welfare check because I feared for 

someone’s safety.
 Now that the snow has melted, Uptown 
walks still aren’t a favorite — sometimes for 
ordinary dog reasons.
 The loud bursts of compressed air from 
city buses startle them. The automated cross-
ing signals meant to help visually impaired 
pedestrians make them jump. I reassure them 
that it’s OK, while appreciating the infra-
structure for humans.
 Cities across the country spend millions 
trying to create exactly the kind of compact 
mixed-use residential-commercial district 
Uptown already has. Yet much of it now feels 
neglected, if not abandoned.
 On many walks, we dodge broken glass 
from smashed car windows and piles of salt 
left carelessly in the middle of sidewalks. I 

By Quinton Courts

pass doors with printed signs announcing 
a business’s final day years ago, some still 
with tables and chairs inside as if everyone 
suddenly disappeared. Some doors are now 
chained shut.
 We also navigate human waste, vomit, 
used needles and food trash. Graffiti covers 
windows and brick facades. From Hennepin 
Avenue, it’s clear that Walker Library has ef-
fectively become a daytime warming center 
for people without stable housing.
 I am hopeful about our newly elected 
Ward 7 Council Member Elizabeth Shaffer, 
who has shown a clear concern for Uptown’s 
future. That kind of attention and willingness 
to engage is a positive step and something 

(Images: Paula Chesley) 

“  Many elected officials 
talk about representing 
working people. Yet 
ignoring the daily 
impacts of disorder 
and petty crime 
does not help the 
working class. ”

“  When someone’s car 
window is smashed, 
their bicycle stolen, 
their storefront tagged 
with graffiti or their 
business entryway 
littered with drug 
paraphernalia and 
human waste, the 
burden falls on the 
same working people 
who keep these 
businesses alive. ”

our community needs.
 At the same time, it is hard to ignore the 
broader failure of leadership. Uptown did not 
arrive at this moment overnight, and it will 
not recover without honesty about the depth 
of the challenges we face. Too often, elected 
officials have been slow to acknowledge the 
seriousness of the decline or to advance solu-
tions that match the urgency on the ground.
 Council Member Aisha Chughtai, in par-
ticular, has been largely absent from the day-
to-day concerns of constituents in Uptown. 
Residents and business owners deserve con-
sistent engagement and responsiveness, es-
pecially at a time when the neighborhood is 
struggling.
 Chughtai appears more focused on ideo-
logical and international causes than on local 
concerns. She recently traveled to Cuba with 
a delegation aligned with socialist interests, 
missing a local Uptown United meeting. As 
a Cuban American, I find that deeply trou-
bling, particularly given the history and real-

ities of Cuba’s communist government.
 Responsibility also extends to the may-
or. These conditions have developed on his 
watch, and stronger, more visible leadership 
is needed. Where is the coordinated effort 
to stabilize and restore one of Minneapolis’ 
most important commercial and cultural dis-
tricts?
 In the absence of that leadership, resi-
dents, business owners and community orga-
nizations are stepping forward.
 I appreciate the efforts of Uptown United 
and others who are refusing to accept a di-
minished quality of life. If meaningful 
change is going to happen, it will require 
both accountability and a renewed partner-
ship between the city and the people who 
care deeply about Uptown’s future.
 Many elected officials talk about repre-
senting working people. Yet ignoring the dai-
ly impacts of disorder and petty crime does 
not help the working class.
 When someone’s car window is smashed, 
their bicycle stolen, their storefront tagged 
with graffiti or their business entryway lit-
tered with drug paraphernalia and human 
waste, the burden falls on the same working 
people who keep these businesses alive.
 Spring and summer are coming, and 
at least the weather will make our walks 
through Uptown more pleasant.
 It is my hope that our government and 
public agencies will step up in a way that 
matches the resilience of the businesses 
fighting to remain here and the grassroots ef-
forts of everyday Uptown residents who con-
tinue to call this neighborhood home.

Quinton Courts is a community volunteer 
and lives in East Isles with his partner and 
two dogs.
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Minneapolis City Council Mem-
ber Elizabeth Shaffer argues that 
longer gaps without rental assis-
tance can deepen debt, increase 
evictions and shrink already limit-
ed housing options.

 This vote was a genuinely dif-
ficult one. This is exactly the kind 
of issue where reasonable people, 
debating in good faith, can dis-
agree because those of us on both 
sides agree on so much.
 We agree the federal gov-
ernment created a genuine crisis 
through the economic disruption 
caused by Operation Metro Surge, 
especially in our immigrant com-
munity.
 We agree we want our immi-
grant neighbors to remain part 
of the vibrant cultural fabric that 
makes Minneapolis so great.
 We agree eviction is associat-
ed with serious social and public 
health consequences.
 And we agree this problem can 
be solved with money, in the form 
of emergency rental assistance.
 Where we disagree is whether 
more time will make the problem 

From left: Liudmila Trandafilava, Hennepin County director of security; Amy McNally, 
deputy director of the Hennepin County Library; Ward 7 Council Member Elizabeth 
Shaffer; and Ward 10 Council Member Aisha Chughtai. Photo taken at a Minneapolis 
Police Department Fifth Precinct meeting on Uptown safety. (Image: Dave Berge)

By Council Member Elizabeth Shaffer

of evictions better or worse.
 The strongest argument for ex-
tending the notice period is that 
what we are dealing with here is a 
special case.
 The people experiencing se-
vere income disruption because 
of Operation Metro Surge do not 
necessarily fit the profile of cli-
ents regularly served by large 
housing nonprofits. 
 The argument goes that the ex-
pertise of those organizations may 
not fully apply in these specific 
circumstances.
 Millions of dollars in mutual 
aid have been activated and thou-
sands of people have received 
rental assistance through commu-
nity-driven efforts.
 That generosity matters, and 
the argument is that more time 
would allow those resources to 
reach families before eviction pro-
ceedings begin.
 I understand that argument. 
But I do not believe it holds up.
 If someone is already two 
months behind on rent, adding an-
other 30 days only increases the 
size of the financial hole they are 

in.
 It increases the amount of 
money needed to make them 
whole. Even in these circumstanc-
es, time is only going to make the 
road to recovery steeper.
 I will concede what I think is 
true. There are certainly individ-
ual circumstances where 30 more 
days would help someone stay in 
their current housing.
 But that is outweighed by 
evidence pointing to more peo-
ple being harmed in the long run 
through larger debt balances that 
push them past the reach of rental 
assistance programs, higher rates 
of eviction and a gradual erosion 
of the affordable housing supply 
as smaller landlords face financial 
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WHY I VOTED NO ON THE 
PRE-EVICTION NOTICE EXTENSION

“  If someone is 
already two months 
behind on rent, 
adding another 
30 days only 
increases the size 
of the financial hole 
they are in. ”

pressure that forces them to sell.
 Consider one concrete exam-
ple. Align Minneapolis’ Emergen-
cy Rental Assistance program, one 
of the community-based tools our 
neighbors rely on, caps eligibili-
ty at back-due rent not exceeding 
three months and $2,000. Both 
conditions must be met.
 A tenant who crosses either 
threshold does not get less help. 
They get no help at all. Extending 
the notice period makes it more 
likely that tenants in crisis cross 
that line before anyone intervenes.
 The same logic applies to mu-
tual aid. We have heard from peo-
ple on the ground that many of 
these funds are already tapped out 
or will not be able to continue past 

March. More time, more debt and 
fewer donations is not a path for-
ward. It is a deeper hole.
 The organizations we heard 
from, including Aeon, Agate, 
CommonBond, Catholic Chari-
ties, Project for Pride in Living 
and Simpson Housing, are trusted 
partners we fund through the Af-
fordable Housing Trust Fund.
 Their whole mission is pre-
venting evictions, not enabling 
them. They spoke with a united 
voice at great political risk that 
this proposal is counterproductive.
 When they tell us a longer no-
tice period leads to larger balanc-
es and higher rates of eviction, 
we have a responsibility to listen. 
They have been engaged in this 
work for decades.
 None of this diminishes my re-
spect for those who hold the oppo-
site position or the awe I feel for 
the thousands of Minneapolitans 
who have sacrificed money, time 
and personal safety to protect our 
neighbors. The compassion behind 
this advocacy has inspired the 
world and me.
 But our responsibility as poli-
cymakers is not just to pass some-
thing that feels like help. It is to 
pass policies that actually help.
 The most effective tool for 
preventing eviction is rental assis-
tance, not longer timelines.
 That is why I supported the 
mayor’s additional $1 million in 
emergency rental assistance and 
continued lobbying at the Capitol 
for resources at the scale this cri-
sis requires.
 My door is always open to 
those with perspectives different 
from my own. Those are exactly 
the conversations I value most.
 On difficult questions like this 
one, good faith disagreement is 
not a weakness of our politics. It is 
part of how we do our best work.

Elizabeth Shaffer represents Ward 
7 on the Minneapolis City Coun-
cil. She lives in Lowry Hill.
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Minnesota ranks 48th in the nation for stu-
dent-to-counselor ratios as student mental 
health needs rise. A new state bill aims to ex-
pand school counseling and strengthen sup-
port for students.

 Two years ago, after 29 rewarding years at 
Aveda Corp., I retired. As meaningful as that 
work was, I wanted to contribute more directly 
to the public sector, particularly in supporting 
young people and the systems that serve them.
 That decision led me to enroll in the school 
counseling master’s program at the University 
of Minnesota. I am learning a great deal, not 
only in the classroom and through internships, 
but also about the current realities of the pro-
fession and the importance of advocating for 
meaningful change. If we want all students to 
thrive, we must support the teams that guide 
them.
 On any given school day in Minnesota, a 

Members of the Minnesota School Counselors Association gather at the Capitol for the 2026 Day on the Hill to advocate with state legislators. 
(Image: Minnesota School Counselor Association)

By Susan Trondson

student may walk into a school counselor’s 
office carrying far more than questions about 
schedules or college plans. Anxiety, peer con-
flict, family instability, grief and rising social 
pressures are showing up in classrooms every 
day.
 Recently, immigration enforcement actions, 
including Operation Metro Surge, have added 
more stress for some students and families, 
creating new pressures for teachers, adminis-
trators and support staff.
 Every child in the United States deserves 
a free public education that offers not only ac-
ademic opportunity but also a safe and sup-
portive space to learn, grow and move forward 
with hope.
 School counselors are crucial to this pro-
cess, yet current counselor-to-student ratios in 
Minnesota are unworkable. Only 50% of the 

state’s 2,201 schools have a full-time counsel-
or. In many districts, a single counselor is re-
sponsible for nearly 550 students, more than 
double the recommended ratio.
 Minnesota ranks 48th in the nation in stu-
dent-to-counselor ratios, leaving many schools, 
especially elementary schools, without consis-
tent access to a licensed counselor.
 Understanding the evolving role of school 
counselors makes these numbers even more 
alarming. Once known primarily as guidance 
counselors who handled schedules and col-
lege advice, today’s counselors support aca-
demic success, social-emotional well-being 
and preparation for college, careers and life. 
They help students develop learning strategies, 
self-management skills and social skills.
 Minnesota Sens. Susan Pha and Liz Boldon 
have co-authored Senate File 3892, which 
would strengthen school counseling statewide 
by ensuring a minimum of one counselor in 
every school, defining the role consistently 
across the state and empowering counselors to 
spend 80% of their time providing direct, mul-
titiered services to students.
 Minneapolis Public Schools counselor Kim 
Cook emphasized the urgency.
 “I have been a school counselor for more 
than 30 years, and I have absolutely seen an 
increase in students’ mental health challeng-
es,” Cook said. “As social-emotional needs 
grow and counselor-to-student ratios rise, we 
are hurting already marginalized students. It is 
truly unacceptable.”
 Anna Miller, a sixth-grade counselor in 
Minneapolis, said students frequently ask to 
meet with her. With more than 400 students, it 
can be difficult to meet the demand. She sees 
sixth grade as a crucial transition point for 
young people.
 “Organizational skills, time management, 
academic coaching, mediation, conflict resolu-
tion and coping skills are all vital to student 
success and part of our individual and group 
work,” Miller said.
 Both counselors stressed that school coun-
seling is a behavioral science profession re-
quiring a master’s degree and professional li-
censure. Counselors advocate for equity, access 
and success for all students. Miller said coun-
selors use attendance, testing and behavioral 
data, along with surveys, to develop targeted 
interventions that improve student outcomes. 
Counselors also collaborate closely with fami-
lies, educators, student service teams and com-
munity partners.

What can communities do to help?
 I spoke with Dr. Carolyn Berger, Ph.D., 
LSC, co-chair of the Minnesota School Coun-

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION
on Bill SF 3892 or school 
counseling, visit:

“  When we invest 
in school counselors, 
we invest in the 
future of our children 
and communities. ”

48TH IN THE NATION: A WAKE-UP CALL
FOR SCHOOL COUNSELING IN MINNESOTA

“  Every child in the United 
States deserves a 
free public education 
that offers not only 
academic opportunity 
but also a safe and 
supportive space to 
learn, grow and move 
forward with hope. ”

selor Advocacy Committee. She encouraged 
families and community members to engage.
 “Parents and families should speak with 
school leadership, school boards and state 
legislators to share their experiences,” Berger 
said. “If a school lacks adequate mental health 
or postsecondary support, families should 
make their voices heard. Communities can also 
reach out to local counselors to learn how to 
advocate for stronger support. All students de-
serve the resources they need to succeed.”
 Strengthening school counseling is a prac-
tical, evidence-based step lawmakers can take 
to support student mental health and academic 

success. When students are overwhelmed and 
lack the skills or support to steady themselves, 
learning becomes much harder.
 When we invest in school counselors, we 
invest in the future of our children and com-
munities. Please support Senate File 3892 
by contacting your state representative. Let’s 
make this a priority and make Minnesota a 
top-ranked state in school counseling.

Susan Trondson is a graduate student in 
school counseling and a mental health advo-
cate. She lives in Lowry Hill.

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/bills/94/ 
2026/0/SF/3892/?body=Senate

https://msca.memberclicks.net/about

https://www.schoolcounselor.org
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Bob Kessler & José Kosar
rkessler@cbburnet.com

Ed Bell
ebell@cbburnet.com

Matt Baker
mbaker@cbrealty.com

612.860.4222

612.419.1441612.817.7554 612.703.8229 952.484.7577

612.720.9792

612.590.7703 612.670.3600612.720.4747

Kate Buckley Leslie Bush
KGBuckley@cbburnet.com lcbush@cbrealty.com

Amy Cohen
abcohen@cbburnet.com

Jonna Kosalko
jjkosalko@cbburnet.com

Sarah Balestri
smbalestri@cbrealty.com

Chad Larsen
Chad@berglarsengroup.com

Paige Gibson
paige@paigegibsonhomes.com

Rod Helm
rhelm@cbburnet.com

Barry Berg
Barry@berglarsengroup.com

Stephane Cattelin
Stephane@CBRealty.com

Christine Hazel
chazel@cbburnet.com

Tim Hyde
TAHyde@cbburnet.com

Coldwell Banker Realty Minneapolis Lakes
Luxury Leaders serving the Minneapolis lakes area

612.554.0994 651.788.0887 612.963.6229

612.859.8842 612.968.6030612.695.3136612.386.6148

952.237.8201

Barb Davis
bjdavis@cbburnet.com

JKosar@cbburnet.com

2388 W Lake Of The Isles Parkway
 4 BR 5 B | 5,465 square ft. | $4,599,000

Matt Baker Ellyn Wolfenson
612.860.4222 612.644.3033

Iconic Lake of the Isles Cotswold Cottage home w/refined sophistication, panoramic 
vistas and 2020 renovation. Winner of 2022 ASID MN. Design Award. Landmark 
residence w/preserved historic detail, integrated modern-day sensibilities.  
Wrap-around wood shake roof, skyway family room w/circular library. Luxurious 
bedroom suites with spa baths. Outdoor living spaces, including English inspired 
screened porch. An unrivaled work of art.
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612.325.0141 952.221.1723 614.256.8500612.964.1956

612.655.6456 651.235.4230 612.406.0610 612.845.8186

Ann Laurent
AMLaurent@CBBurnet.com

Tom Lickteig
tlickteig@cbburnet.com

Sandra Rieger
sandra.rieger@cbrealty.com

Ruth Whitney Bowe
ruth.whitneybowe@cbrealty.com

Betsy Lucas
Betsy@CBRealty.com

Ellyn Wolfenson
EJWOLFENSON@cbburnet.com

Rebecca Peterson
rrpeterson@cbburnet.com

David K. Wells IIIIsaac Teplinsky 
David@dkw3.comisaac.teplinsky@cbrealty.com

Josh Zuehlke
josh@jz-co.com

Judy Shields Shane Spencer

Jon Ness

jshields@cbburnet.com shane.spencer@cbrealty.com

jon.ness@cbrealty.com

Sue Westerman

Kate WallAna Vogler

Sue.Westerman@CBBurnet.com

Klwall@cbburnet.comana@cbrealty.com

#1 Brokerage in luxury home sales in Minneapolis lakes area
Global Luxury Realtors

612.859.8842 612.227.6227 612.327.5905 651.442.3245

612.599.7050 612.805.7412 612.644.3033 612.735.2345

2735 E Lake of the Isles Parkway 
 4 BR 6 B | 2 CR Garage | $2,395,000

Ruth Whitney Bowe
612.805.7412

Exceptional East Lake of the Isles Pkwy residence with captivating lake views. Sun-filled formal 
living room features walls of windows, soaring box-beamed ceilings, and beautiful hardwood 
floors. Thoughtfully remodeled by Kyle Hunt & Partners, the home offers a stunning open-concept 
chef’s kitchen and family room, updated bathrooms, and a newly added third-floor ensuite bedroom. 
The private backyard showcases lovely gardens and a bluestone patio—perfect for entertaining.
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Groves Knows: 

ADHD 
Dyslexia 

Executive  
Functioning  
Challenges  

& more.

LEARN MORE

Midwest’s leading school for students with learning differences. 

We support students entering grades 2-8  
with ADHD, dyslexia, Executive Functioning  
Challenges, and more. Through expert  
and individualized instruction, we build  
skills and confidence, helping students  
start the school year strong and prepared. 
Learn more: groveslearning.org/summer

APPLICATIONS  

CLOSE MAY 15!

Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures, by Mary Baker Eddy, opens the 
door to healing precepts found in the Holy Bible, 
especially in Christ Jesus’ life and teachings. 
For over 150 years, people around the world 
have discovered the divine law of God through 
reading this book.  

“The right thinker abides under the shadow 
of the Almighty. His thoughts can only reflect 
peace, goodwill towards men, health, and 
holiness.” The right thinker’s behavior and 
communication with his fellow men are judicial, 
beneficial, and charitable.

Mary Baker Eddy, The First Church of Christ, 
Scientist, and Miscellany pg. 210

VISIT YOUR LOCAL CHRISTIAN SCIENCE READING ROOM
1822 Hennepin Ave • Minneapolis, MN 55403

Scan QR code for more information

“The time for 
thinkers has come.”
writes Mary Baker Eddy, author 
of Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures (pg. vii)
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The new Lowry Hill Gallery 
showcases regional artists while 
inviting neighbors to stop in, ex-
plore and bring art into their 
lives.

 In the summer of 2025, as 
Andrea Bubula drove past a “For 
Lease” sign near the corner of 
Hennepin and Franklin avenues, 
an idea began to take shape. She 
realized that the spacious loca-
tion, with its stark white walls 
and soaring ceilings, was more 
than an empty storefront. It was 
a blank canvas for her dream of 
starting a gallery.
 In December, she toured the 
space with her colleague Muri-
el Lang, now the gallery manag-
er. Three months later, they offi-
cially opened the doors to Lowry 
Hill Gallery, 1009 W. Franklin 
Ave.
 “So many things were right 
about this location: the visibility, 
the high traffic and the fact that 
it sits on the edge of a residen-
tial neighborhood,” Bubula said. 
“Starting a gallery isn’t an easy 
decision, but I believe in this lo-
cation and the work.”
 Bubula and Lang officially 
opened the gallery March 7 with 
a reception that drew hundreds of 
visitors eager to see the art and 
welcome the new addition to Up-
town.

By Brian Lucas

 “I didn’t know if we would 
have 100 people or 300,” Bubu-
la said. “So when people started 
coming, many that I knew from 
my life in the art community, 
it felt affirming. I felt that they 
were here to celebrate this bright 
future.”
 The gallery debuted with ex-
hibitions by two Twin Cities art-
ists: Kirsten Tradowsky, whose 
paintings reanimate vintage snap-
shots found at estate sales and 
flea markets, and Charles Lyon, 
whose vibrant oils capture shift-
ing light and “optimistic color” in 
the Midwestern landscape.
 Exhibitions will rotate every 
six weeks, focusing on Minneso-
ta and regional artists who spe-
cialize in representational work 
depicting recognizable people, 
places or things. Lowry Hill Gal-
lery works with more than 40 art-
ists representing a wide range of 
styles and techniques.
 Bubula hopes people will 
make a habit of visiting and that 
the gallery feels welcoming to ev-
eryone.
 “You don’t need to be an art 
buyer to enjoy visiting a gallery,” 
Bubula said. “I want people to 
stop by on their way to Sebas-
tian Joe’s for ice cream, or may-
be they’re just walking by out of 
curiosity. I invite them to come in 
and experience it. We want this to 

be an easy, engaging environment 
where the neighborhood feels 
comfortable.”
 Bubula hopes that as visi-
tors explore, they will respond to 
the work and decide to bring art 
into their lives, whether they are 
seasoned collectors or first-time 
buyers.

 “If there’s something that res-
onates with you after you visit, 
maybe you can’t stop thinking 
about the little painting in the 
corner, then listen to that,” she 
said. “Living with art changes the 
way you live in your space. Once 
you have it in your home, if you 
take it away, there’s a void.”

 Bubula also hopes the gal-
lery will contribute to a broader 
renaissance in Uptown as restau-
rants and businesses begin open-
ing again to serve nearby neigh-
borhoods. She hopes the gallery 
will add creativity and beauty to 
the community.
 “To be so well received by 
the neighbors means a lot to me. 
I really have felt it,” she said. 
“Whenever someone stops in, 
even just out of curiosity, I pinch 
myself. I can’t believe I get to do 
this here, and I don’t take this 
warm reception for granted.”
 Lowry Hill Gallery is open 
Tuesday through Saturday from 
noon to 5 p.m. During warmer 
months, the gallery will also host 
evening events that are free and 
open to the public.

Brian Lucas is a regular contrib-
utor. He lives in Kenwood.

NEW GALLERY BRINGS REGIONAL ART
AND NEW ENERGY TO LOWRY HILL

— Andrea Bubula

“  Living with art 
changes the way 
you live in your 
space. Once you 
have it in your 
home, if you take 
it away, there’s 
a void. ”

(Images: Courtney Cushing Kiernat)

LOWRY HILL 
GALLERY
1009 W. Franklin Ave., 
Minneapolis
Tuesday through Saturday-
Noon to 5 p.m.
lowryhillgallery.com
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Elevate Your Eyewear
Find hand-cra!ed quality from 
around the world, right in Linden Hills. 
Family owned and operated by 
eyewear fanatics since 2012. 

4318 Upton Av S, Minneapolis
owloptical.com • 612-367-4106

Celebrating Three Centuries  
of Women Composers

Sunday, May 3rd, 2:00 pm
Lake of the Isles Lutheran Church

The final concert of our 2025-26 season will celebrate the 
important contributions women composers have made 
over the past three centuries.

Works by Fanny Mendelssohn, Amy Beach, 
Imogen Holst, and Laura Valborg Aulin 
will be performed, as well as Libby Larsen’s 
Sorrow Song Jubilee for string quartet.

Please join us as we pay homage to the 
immense talent and creativity of female 
composers, including one of Minnesota’s true cultural 
treasures, Libby Larsen, during her 75th birthday season.

Admission at the door: $25 or pay what you can (children & students free) 

“The cream of Twin Cities classical musicians”
Rob Hubbard, Minneapolis Star Tribune

IslesEnsemble.org

Libby Larsen

SPRING BIRD

MIGRATION

WALKS

Join lifelong bird enthusiast,
David McIntosh, and experience
the songs, colors, and
movement of migrating birds
in one of Minneapolis’
most beautiful natural areas.

ALL EXPERIENCE
LEVELSS WELCOME! 
Novice and seasoned
birders welcome to learn,
observe, and connect
with fellow neighbors in nature.

Wear comfortable
walking shoes and
bring binoculars if you have them.

Fridays — May 8, 15, 22 & 29
6:30 – 8:30AM
Cedar Lake School Forest
Meet at the entrance to East Cedar Lake Beach on Upton Ave.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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TAX SEASON IS OUR 
SHREDDING SEASON

SECURELY SHRED, HERE
2801 Hennepin Ave

For 20 years, your Uptown UPS Store has been a 
locally, woman-owned & operated small business!

*Visit theupsstore.com/shredding for full details. 
Copyright © 2024 The UPS Store, Inc. All rights reserved. Powered by Iron Mountain* 

This tax season, be unstoppable by securely
shredding* your docs, receipts and invoices. 

STORE

THE

2801 Hennepin Avenue      612-822-0022

For over 20 years, your Uptown UPS Store has been a 
locally, woman-owned & operated small business!

COMMUNITY STRONG

Palm Sunday was a clash between Roman 
military power and a public act of resistance 
— a tension that echoes today in protests 
against state authority and immigration en-
forcement.

 As a child, I loved Palm Sunday because 
we got to march around the church, singing 
“All Glory, Laud and Honor” while waving 
palm branches. I thought this was a simple 
hymn of praise.
 The theologian Marcus Borg reminds us 
that Holy Week is not simply a spiritual dra-
ma. It is a political confrontation. The story 
of the first Palm Sunday begins not with one 
procession into Jerusalem, but two.
 From the west gate, Pontius Pilate enters 
the city on a war horse, surrounded by im-
perial cavalry and armed soldiers. This is 
the parade of empire. Rome’s annual show of 
force during Passover is a reminder of who 
holds power. It is intimidation dressed up as 
order.
 But from the east gate comes a differ-
ent procession. Jesus rides not a war horse 
but a borrowed donkey. No armor, no weap-
ons, just peasants, cloaks and branches. This 
is not a random detail. It is street theater, a 
deliberate counter-parade. Jesus is mocking 

By Pastor Kyle Hanson

empire, exposing it and offering an alterna-
tive vision of power rooted in humility and 
justice.

This is why Jesus was killed.
 He was not executed for vague religious 
reasons. He was executed because he was 
dangerous. His actions in Jerusalem, his en-
try, his disruption of the Temple, calling 
out oppression and speaking truth to power, 
threatened the status quo.
 His teachings about God’s kingdom were 
subversive. They challenged both imperial 
authority and the local systems that coop-
erated with it. Rome crucified people who 
threatened order. Jesus was one of them.

 Even the cry of the crowd, “Hosanna,” is 
often misunderstood. It does not mean sim-
ple praise. It means “save us.” It is a plea, a 
protest, a cry from people living under occu-
pation and longing for liberation.
 Holy Week, then, is not passive. It is 
charged with political urgency. It asks: Who 
is your king? What kind of power do you 
follow?
 That question echoes loudly in Minneap-
olis this year.
 On March 28, the “No Kings” protests, 
part of a nationwide movement opposing ex-
panding executive power and immigration 
enforcement, took place across the country, 
with a flagship action in the Twin Cities.
 On Palm Sunday, March 29, 2026, many 
Christians across the country stood up to the 
rise of authoritarianism and white Christian 
nationalism. We will stand against the poli-
tics of greed, cruelty and oppression by con-
tinuing to show the country that our central 
commandments, to love God and love our 
neighbors, are our way forward.
 These protests have grown in response 
to aggressive ICE activity and recent deadly 
encounters involving federal agents, which 
have sparked widespread outrage and sus-
tained resistance in Minnesota.

(Image: Courtney Cushing Kiernat)

Bodywork and Massage Therapy

at The Uptown Wellness Center

Offering:
– Swedish Massage
– Deep Tissue Massage
–  Combination Massage 

& Facials

2920 Bryant Avenue S, Suite 107
Office: 612-354-2928 

Cell: 612-386-7499
Around the corner from
Bryant Lake Bowl and the
Highpoint Center for Printmaking

with Hannawith Hannahh

THE POLITICS OF HOLY WEEK:
THEN AND NOW

“  Holy Week is not 
simply a spiritual 
drama — it is
a political
confrontation. ”

 Minneapolis has already seen thousands 
take to the streets, including clergy, workers 
and neighbors calling for justice and the re-
moval of ICE from their communities. What 
is emerging is not just protest, but a deeply 
rooted moral movement, one grounded in 
community, faith and solidarity.
 Seen through the lens of Holy Week, 
these actions are not separate from the gos-
pel story. They are a continuation of it. On 
the last night that Jesus was alive, he met 
with his disciples and took on a servant role, 
washing their feet. Before he left them, he 
gave one final command: to love others.
 If Pilate’s procession represents the ma-
chinery of state power, militarized enforce-
ment, surveillance and fear, then the gather-
ings of ordinary people, marching, praying 
and demanding justice look a lot like Jesus’ 
procession. Not powerful in the conventional 
sense, but powerful in truth.
 To say that these peaceful Palm Sunday 
actions are “holy” is not to romanticize them. 
It is to recognize their alignment with the 
original story: people crying out for salva-
tion, confronting systems that harm and em-
bodying a different kind of kingdom.
 Holy Week has always been about choos-
ing sides:

 Between empire and mercy.
 Between domination and dignity.
 Between the war horse and the donkey.

 And the question remains as urgent now 
as it was then:
 When the two processions enter the city, 
which one will we join?

Kyle Hanson is a Lutheran pastor and the 
executive director of Agate Housing and Ser-
vices. He lives in Lowry Hill.
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BE INTENTIONAL.
BE INDEPENDENT. 

BE EPIQ.

We are your neighborhood 
private wealth managers 

specializing in:

THOUGHTFUL, EXPERIENCED, 
AND READY TO HELP.

•  Financial Planning & 
Portfolio Management

•  Alternative Investments
•  Tax Aware Investing
•  Coordination with Tax & 

Estate Planning Professionals

612.843.4800 • be-epiq.com

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Free EstimatesFree Estimates
Interior & Exterior Painting • Insurance Claims • Wood Finishing

Exterior Wood Restoration • Water Damage Repair • Patching • Enameling

30 years experiecne30 years experiecne
Insured  |  References

greggreg@@chileen.comchileen.com
612-850-0325612-850-0325

 

Meet at East Cedar Lake Beach

Saturday, May 2nd | 8 A.M. - Noon

Food Truck | Coffee & Breakfast Treats

West 21st & S. Upton Avenue

9:45 a.m. Break & Announcements

Please Bring:
Rake | Shovel | Gloves
• Trail Maintenance
• Buckthorn Removal
• Beach Raking & Cleanup

VOLUNTEER DAY

Join us for a morning of
community stewardship!

School Forest & East 
Cedar Lake Beach

• Savannah Restoration

(8:00 - 10:00 a.m.) 

Lorem ipsum

Get a jump on those Spring
remodeling projects!

Call today to set up your FREE in home consult!

952-836-5888

+ Kitchens & Baths
+ Additions & More 
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A thousand or so of us showed up on a bitter 
February day to become part of a monarch 
butterfly, a fleeting act of art, protest and 
community.

 In chaos theory, the “butterfly effect” 
describes how a small change in one state of 
a deterministic nonlinear system can result 
in large differences in a later state.
 On the frigid last day of February, more 
than 1,000 people converged on Powderhorn 
Park to become part of a large monarch but-
terfly, or what Christopher Lutter-Gardella 
had told us would be a butterfly.
 Christopher’s vision morphed into reali-
ty in less than a month. He and his crew fig-
ured out how to arrange people into seg-
ments of orange and black wings that, when 
viewed from above, would form a shimmer-
ing monarch, with a pulsating heart revealed 
at the center.
 Along with 999 other ICE-weary people, 
I bundled up and trudged into the park at 
noon sharp. I was directed across the ice-
pocked ball field to be part of Team 15.
 Team leader Terry handed us each a 
cardboard poster with a glossy black or or-
ange splotch printed on one side. She showed 
us a chart indicating where we were in the 
butterfly, upper right wing, and where we 
should stand, defined by faint lines barely 
visible on the freeze-dried grass.
 Those with orange signs stood in the 
center, facing one direction. Those with 
black signs lined up elbow to elbow along 
the perimeter, facing another. I held a black 
sign.
 And there we stood and waited. And 
made jokes. And waited. And commiserated 
with the mother of a weeping 13-year-old 
who had forgone layers of down for fashion-
able yoga pants. And waited.
 We watched the black-clad letter group 
practice curling up or stretching out head to 
toe to spell “love” in eight languages. At 
least they get to keep moving, we said, until 
someone pointed out that they were lying on 
rock-hard goose droppings while we stood 
together generating communal warmth. So 
we waited.

 Poets recited moving words. Singers led 
buoyant songs. Then we were given direc-
tions we could barely hear. Team leader Ter-
ry repeated them, and we passed them along 
based on what we thought we had heard, a 
teeth-chattering game of telephone.
 We were to disperse, but remember ex-

By Susan Lenfestey

(Images by Big Animal Productions)

actly where we had been standing and next 
to whom, so that when we returned we would 
be in the same spot. On cue from the stage, 
which we could not see, we would raise our 
signs and shimmer them. On another cue, 
those in the center, the body of the butterfly, 
would flip their signs to red and become the 
pulsating heart. Got it? Well, sort of.
 With drones circling overhead, we dis-
persed, then returned to our places. Those of 
us in the wings shimmered on cue. After a 
few minutes, those in the center dou-
ble-thumped on cue. After a few more min-
utes of shimmering and pulsing, a cheer rose 
and we heard Christopher shout that we had 
done it. Out of well-managed chaos, we had 
created a butterfly.
 We went to Powderhorn Park to be a part 
of what Christopher Lutter-Gardella called 
“a collective act of beauty and creativity.” I 
don’t think any of us imagined how beauti-
ful that image would be, or how much we 
would rely on trust to make it happen — 
trust of the vision, the process and each oth-
er. Maybe holding up a sign and shimmer-
ing, whether on the tip of a butterfly’s wing 
or a suburban street corner can build trust 
and strengthen a democracy that feels in-
creasingly fragile. Maybe it can give us 
hope.

“  Out of 
well-managed 
chaos, we 
had created 
a butterfly.”

Susan Lenfestey is a regular contributor. 
She lives in Lowry Hill.

THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT,
MINNEAPOLIS STYLE
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North Polars’ Johan Alcantara Lund of East 
Isles Wins State Silver.

 Wrestler Johan Alcantara Lund, an East 
Isles resident and a senior at Minneapolis 
North, earned silver at 152 pounds in Class 
AA at the 2026 Minnesota State High School 
League state tournament.
 He finished the season with a 44-2 re-
cord, marking his third trip to state and his 

Johan celebrates a semifi nal win that secured his spot in the championship match. (Images by Steve Kotvis)

second consecutive year on the podium for 
the Polars. The No. 2-ranked Johan won a 
dramatic 5-3 overtime semifinal to reach the 
finals.
 “I’m proud of how far I’ve come,” said 
Johan, or “Yogi,” as he’s known by team-
mates and fans, noting he has only been 
wrestling since eighth grade.
 Most wrestlers at this level have been 
competing for many more years. Since first 
stepping onto the mat, after discovering the 
sport through judo during the 2020 Olym-
pics, he has also become a three-time AAU 
Minnesota state judo champion.

By Steve Kotvis

“Johan will not be out-
worked...he will be the first 
to arrive in the gym and 
the last to leave...”

— Mauri Friestleben,
Principal

SPRING IS HERE.
TIME FOR A SCOOP.

LINDEN HILLS  4321 UPTON AVE SO. MINNEAPOLIS, MN LOWRY HILL  1007 W FRANKLIN AVE SO. MINNEAPOLIS, MN
KINGFIELD  4301 NICOLLET AVE SO. MINNEAPOLIS, MN

NORTH POLARS’ JOHAN ALCANTARA LUND
OF EAST ISLES WINS STATE SILVER

“  I’m proud of how 
far I’ve come. ”

 He credits his mom and his coaches, and 
says he was inspired by a North High gradu-
ate who qualified for state as a senior when 
Johan was in eighth grade. “I thought, well, 
if he can do it, so can I.” And he did.
 Often up by 5 a.m. for an early workout, 
followed by classes, practice and weightlift-
ing, Johan understands the effort required for 
success. He also emphasizes the importance 
of his teammates, even on a smaller team, 
saying he would have had zero chance of 
success without them.
 “Johan will not be outworked,” said Min-
neapolis North Principal Mauri Friestleben. 
“He will be the first to arrive in the gym and 
the last to leave. He will find every mind, 
body and soul guru he can to learn from 
them. He will watch, listen and study and not 
stop until he masters whatever skill he’s got 
his eyes on. He is truly an entity all his own, 
and I am so proud to see him as the current 
face of North High School.”
 Johan attended Kenwood Elementary 
School and Anthony Middle School. Asked 
what it was like to be among the first stu-
dents to attend North when attendance lines 
changed, he said he was nervous.
  Most of his friends were going to oth-
er schools, and he described himself as a 
somewhat shy kid. But he quickly made new 
friends and says he likely would never have 
become a wrestler if he hadn’t gone to North.

For that, he says, he has the school to thank.
 Johan has found success both on and off 
the mat. Academically, he has completed ev-
ery AP class available at North and is now 
considering college options in Minnesota and 
beyond, with an interest in political science.
 Wherever he chooses to go, continuing 
his wrestling career will be a major factor in 
his decision.

Steve Kotvis is a professional sports photog-
rapher and community advocate with a pas-
sion for nature. He lives in Bryn Mawr.
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pus one momentous night.
 I had just visited Lambda Rising, 
my first gay bookstore, and bought 
seven books. The importance of 
those books cannot be overstated; 
they made me feel a lot less alone 
and gave me the confidence I badly 
needed to be true to myself.
 Then I came out to my parents 
after my first semester away. They 
weren’t happy. But I felt I had no 
choice. I knew that I was going to 
be a writer — although I had no idea 
how that would happen — and that I 
wasn’t going to hide.
 All my siblings eventually 
learned one way or another about 
me. Because I had never felt includ-
ed in my own family gatherings, I 
wasn’t too upset by their reactions. 
I’ve never regretted coming out.

What piqued your interest in visu-
al art?
 Even though the Upper Peninsu-
la didn’t have an art museum, I was 
very much enamored with visual 
arts.
 I sought it whenever I could, 
which meant checking out the covers 
of the latest record album releases 
every week.
 Later, at Gallaudet, I took a one-
year course in art history. I couldn’t 
understand why we were supposed 
to learn this or that term related to 
art evolving through the centuries.
 It wasn’t until I moved to New 
York that it gradually dawned on 
me that I had to look at art, not 
just the visual stimuli splattered 
across CD covers, books and graffiti 
spray-painted everywhere.
 One could say that I was a late 
bloomer with my art history appre-
ciation. When I moved to Minneap-
olis, I learned about the Minneapolis 
Institute of Arts.
 As luck would have it, I showed 
up on the day they opened the new 
Target Wing to the public for the 
first time. I instantly fell in love with 
the place; the fact that it offers free 
admission sweetened the deal.
 I visit Mia at least three times 
a year. When I’m there, I often turn 
off my hearing aids. My favorite 
paintings always demand my full at-
tention.

What drew you to ekphrasis, the 
process of responding to visual art 
with your own art?
 When I create something out 
of thin air, I try not to worry about 
its outcome. I may have some ideas 
at the outset, but I’ve learned not to 
lock myself into such expectations.
 In terms of ekphrasis, I find it 
important not to overthink; I simply 
react.
 Often, a painting inspires a 
strong opening sentence that forces 
me to explain it.
 Take the opener for “Harry,” in-
spired by Modigliani’s “Little Ser-
vant Girl”: “She strides a streak of 
black into the reading room where 
I’m trying to compose a letter to my 
nineteenth fiancée.”
 Whoa — this guy has had 19 fi-
ancées? Just who is he? And who’s 
she in black? And why are they to-
gether in the reading room?
 All those questions are 
front-loaded in that one sentence 
alone. Answering them made it easy 
to write its first draft. I rewrote, 
tightening it to fit on a single page.
 I enjoy the challenge of condens-

RAYMOND LUCZAK

A deaf Minneapolis writer reflects 
on a life shaped by language, iden-
tity and art — and how visual story-
telling continues to inspire his work.

 Raymond Luczak is a deaf, gay 
local author and poet. Raised in 
Ironwood, Michigan, he comes from 
a hearing family of nine children.
 After graduating from Hough-
ton High School, he earned a B.A. 
in English from Gallaudet Universi-
ty, the world’s only university spe-
cifically designed for deaf students, 
where he learned American Sign 
Language.
 After Gallaudet, he relocated to 
New York City, where he lived for 
the next 17 years. He moved to Min-
neapolis in 2005, where he has lived 
ever since.
 Since 1993, Luczak has had 
more than 40 books published, offer-
ing a mix of fiction, poetry and non-
fiction.
 His most recent book is 
“Named,” a chapbook of 14 stories 
inspired by his favorite paintings at 
the Minneapolis Institute of Arts.

Were you mainstreamed as a deaf 
child, and how did that impact 
your childhood?
 I became deaf at the age of nine 
months due to a bout of double pneu-
monia and fever, but my hearing loss 
wasn’t detected until I was 2½ years 
old. Because there wasn’t a pro-
gram for deaf children in Ironwood, 
I lived with three different foster 
families over a total of nine years 
in Houghton, a two-hour ride away, 
where there was a program for deaf 
kids. While there, I was taught to 
speak; I wasn’t allowed to learn sign 
language. I spent many lonely years 
completely mainstreamed; my hear-
ing classmates never included me in 
their activities.

How was coming out for you, and 
how has it impacted your work?
 I knew I was gay all my life, 
but I didn’t know it had a name. All 
I knew — somehow — was that it 
wasn’t acceptable for two men to 
kiss each other.
 My coming out happened gradu-
ally. I first came out to my youngest 
sister when I was 17.
 She took it well, considering 
how much misinformation had sur-
rounded the LGBTQ community at 
the time. Then, four weeks after I 
arrived for college in Washington, 
D.C., I came out to everyone on cam-

(Image: Minneapolis Institute of Arts)

(IImage by unknown)

ing a story. Much like when I com-
pose poems, the process forces me 
to evaluate the weight and force of 
each word.
 The stories in “Named” are not 
autobiographical, which made them 
fun to write. It meant imagining 
more fully the lives of my characters 
not always revealed in the paintings.
 I love discovering things I didn’t 
know about my characters, and I 
hope my readers do, too.

You can learn more about Raymond 
at raymondluczak.com.

David Piper is a retired judge and 
regular contributor. He lives in Ken-
wood.

By David Piper

AN INTERPRETATION OF 
AMEDEO MODIGLIANI’S 
“LITTLE SERVANT GIRL”

 She strides a streak of 
black into the reading room 
where I’m trying to compose 
a letter to my nineteenth fi-
ancée. She plops down with 
a loud sigh on a chair op-
posite me. Her brown hair 
is thick and scraggly. Her 
eyes have the color of water. 
Sweating with a perpetual 
blush, she clasps her hands 
softly as if she is waiting for 
someone to arrive and take 
her away from all this. Or is 
she simply expecting? She 
has the wide hips for the 
task.
 I’ve never seen her be-
fore, so I pay her no mind. 
Besides, I need to send my 
fiancée in Chicago an ur-
gent letter. While here on 
“a business trip” in Minne-
apolis, I’ve run very low on 
funds, but I’ve just enough—
three pennies—for a stamp. 
At least that’s the story I tell 
everyone.
 In the library on Henne-
pin Avenue, I was fortunate 
to nab a small writing desk 
within spitting distance of 
the fireplace cackling quiet-
ly. It’s been more than two 
days since I tasted a drop of 
alcohol. I feel parched, but 
the library is new enough 
to offer a small water foun-
tain, still a novel treat, down-
stairs.
 I take stock of my list. I 
must frame each of my ar-
guments succinctly enough 
that my fiancée would feel 
compelled to send cash my 
way. Thirty dollars should 
cover everything for the next 
two weeks. She wouldn’t 
want her father to know, 
which sweetens the deal. 
Fathers hate me.

 My stomach rumbles like 
each train lurching to take 
off for points far beyond the 
station a few blocks away. I 
try not to think about the last 
time I ate: a small plate of 
soggy scrambled eggs and 
a half-eaten slice of toast. I 
had swiped it from behind 
the diner where the cook felt 
sorry for me when a cus-
tomer of hers returned the 
plate and demanded better 
scrambled eggs. Competing 
with the hoboes and drift-
ers on Washington Avenue 
is tough, but I still have my 
wiles.
 I grew up as an orphan, 
bouncing from one lousy 
home to another, until I was 
old enough to leave. By then 
I had learned a great deal 
about fleecing naïve women. 
I’ve never married, but I’ve 
been a future husband many 
times over. I just sniff out 
their banking accounts first 
before I propose marriage 
and quietly buy my next 
train ticket for elsewhere. I 
change names as often as 
I change socks. Today I’m 
Harry Smith; tomorrow I’ll be 
Ed Jones.
 But that woman sitting 
opposite me is no fool. She 
pretends to be a sad-eyed 
doll, but I’ve seen her kind 
before. She expects me to 
fall for her sad tale of aban-
donment and filch my few 
dollars out of my pocket 
while I’m not looking. I’m 
saving them for my next 
train ticket.
 I snort at her obvious 
ploy and start writing. 
She storms off. Finding her 
next victim won’t take her 
long.

by Raymond Luczak
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House-brewed sake, rich ramen and the 
chance to win money watching sumo. What 
more could a Minneapolis night need?

Last month we talked about the 2026 Iron 
Bartender champions from Nico’s Tacos. 
This month it is the runner-up. It was a very 
tight competition, and Moto-i came in a close 
second, which is still quite an accomplish-
ment. It should not be much of a surprise 
that, along with their food, the beverage pro-
gram is solid. More on why in a bit.
 First things first. It is Moto-EEE, not 
Moto-EYE. The letter “i” in Japanese has the 
sound of the English letter “e.” Now on to 

By Jason Suss

SAKE, RAMEN AND FANTASY SUMO AT MOTO-I

(Images: Jason Suss)

“  It’s Moto-EEE, not Moto-EYE. ”

“  It’s like fantasy football, 
but for sumo wrestling. ”

MOTO-I
at a glance

2940 Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis
Known For:
House-brewed sake, ramen and 
creative cocktails
Fun Fact:
Opened in 2008, Moto-i is widely 
considered the first sake brewery 
in North America.

House-brewed sake, rich ramen and the chance 
to win money watching sumo. What more could 
a Minneapolis night need?

 Last month we talked about the 2026 Iron 
Bartender champions from Nico’s Tacos. This 
month it is the runner-up. It was a very tight 
competition, and Moto-i came in a close second, 
which is still quite an accomplishment. It should 

not be much of a surprise that, along with their 
food, the beverage program is solid. More on 
why in a bit.
 First things first. It is Moto-EEE, not Mo-
to-EYE. The letter “i” in Japanese has the 
sound of the English letter “e.” Now on to the 
details.
 Moto-i sits on the northwest corner of the 
Lyn-Lake intersection and has been a neigh-
borhood staple since opening in 2008. Eigh-
teen years is a long run for a restaurant, which 
means that they are doing something right. Ac-
tually, several things.
 Probably the most notable is that they brew 
their own sake. In fact, Moto-i is considered the 
first sake brewery in North America. The sake 
is brewed on site, and there is even a special 
clean room visible from the second level where 
they grow koji mold. That mold is used in the 
fermentation process that produces sake.
 Sake is rice wine, and the alcohol content 
typically hovers around 15% to 20%. It can be 
light and fruity or rich and savory. It can be 
served cold, at room temperature, or warm. The 

world of sake can be just as intricate as that of 
wine or beer.
 Since they brew their own sake, the team 
clearly knows a thing or two about drinks. The 
cocktail menu is unique because it takes classic 
drinks and merges them with house-made sake. 
The sake appears alongside Japanese whisky, 
clove and chrysanthemum in their version of an 
Old Fashioned, with green tea and ginger in a 
mule-style cocktail, and with aquavit, miso, tog-
arashi and nori in their house Bloody.
 As you would expect with Japanese-style 
drinks, presentation matters. Fancy glassware, 
thoughtful garnishes and flavored ice cubes are 
all part of the experience. Whether it is a sake 

flight, cocktails or just a beer, you will not be 
disappointed.
 The space itself is cool. The first floor has 
the typical bar-and-table setup. The second floor 
offers a smaller bar with lounge-style seating 
that works well for private events. The rooftop 
patio is excellent during the two weeks of nice 
weather we get each year.
 The food is Japanese with a focus on ramen. 
Classic pork and chicken varieties are available 
along with a rich mushroom broth option. De-
spite being Japanese cuisine, there are plenty of 
vegan and gluten-free options for that one friend 
we all have.
 There are also several excellent small plates 
including Japanese fried chicken, lettuce wraps, 

rangoons and more. Be sure to try at least one 
of the buns.
 Like any good Uptown-adjacent spot, Mo-
to-i also has a solid happy hour and serves 
brunch on weekends.
  Finally, one of the most unique things 
they offer is a Fantasy Sumo league. It works 
like fantasy football but for sumo wrestling. 
You buy in, fill out a bracket and watch the 
matches televised at Moto-i. More than 800 
people participate, which makes the prize mon-
ey fairly substantial.
 So pull up a seat, sip some sake, slurp some 
ramen and watch a couple of 300-pound dia-
pered wrestlers try to win you some money.
 Sounds like a perfect night to me.

Jason Suss spent 15 years in tech before leaving 
the corporate world to pursue his passion for 
cocktails. For the past 12 years, he has worked 
on both sides of the bar at local restaurants. He 
now lives in Lowry Hill and owns @AProper-
Pour.
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feels right for me. I’d heard great things from 
friends about Ascension Church in North Min-
neapolis, but it was my daughter Daisy who got 
me there. She also goes to church more often 
than I. Here, the Mass is half in English, half in 
Spanish. Daisy, who also speaks Spanish, works 
in a law firm that specializes in immigration 
law; she keeps a box of Kleenex on her desk to 
help clients get through the sad and shocking 
stories they tell her each day. 
 The theologian Brian D. McLaren writes, 
“When we argue about religion and theology, 
we’re actually arguing about the kind of world 
we want to live in.” Ascension embodies the 
kind of world I want to live in. It’s humble, sim-
ple, and filled with people who actually want to 
be there — not for show, under duress, or get-
ting an obligation over with. Being there is to 
feel that peace and love. Ascension is the first 
time in my life I’ve actually liked and looked 
forward to going to church.
 Father Dale Korogi, who used to serve at 
the Basilica, now is pastor of Ascension, a gen-
tle, modest parishioner-centered (many of them 
immigrants) world of loving kindness. He also 
learned to speak Spanish well into middle age. 
And, he has a terrific sense of humor! In Eng-
lish or Spanish, it’s impossible to not feel his 
goodness.
 In front of Daisy and me sat a young fam-
ily — Mom, Dad, and two little kids — clear-
ly of modest means. As the collection basket 
came around, the mother handed her contribu-
tion to the little girl (as my mother would hand 
me a dollar to toss into the basket). Hers was 
a twenty-dollar bill! I reached for my wallet 
and cleaned it out — take it all, I thought, and 
wondered if anyone had ever thrown in a credit 
card. Thinking of my discarded column on tax-
es, it hit me that I’d just paid what I suddenly 
dubbed a “neighbor tax,” and paying it gave me 
a sense of joy. 

For my April column, I set out to complain 
about taxes and instead discovered a better 
one: the “neighbor tax.”

Dear Neighbor,

 It’s April, and I was planning to write a fun, 
breezy column on the dreaded, annual task of 
filing taxes, but after one paragraph the whole 
thing felt flat and off: We’re not living in a fun 
and breezy time. 
 Yes, we all have to pay taxes and it’s a drag 
(especially the preparation), but we also like 
smooth roads and safe bridges and good pub-
lic schools. I have no problem with that. I hate 
that a portion of my income was (thank God, no 
longer) for funding Kristi Noem’s luxury jets or 
picking up the tab for Kash Patel’s date nights 
in Nashville, but I have no say in those matters 
beyond voting against such conspicuous and un-
necessary consumption on my dime.
 After I began that now-abandoned column I 
went to Mass. At last, I have found a church that 

 Ascension is all about paying the neighbor 
tax. Somehow it raises and delivers $15,000 
worth of goods and services each week to its 
parishioners, many of whom have been pounded 
by ICE. After Mass, curated bags of groceries 
are there for the taking; for those afraid to leave 
home, the food is brought to them. Ascension 
offers legal consultation and rent assistance. 
 My friend and fellow Ascension parish-
ioner Lisa and I are hosting a fundraiser for 
Ascension on April 30 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
at my house. We’ll have food from an immi-
grant-owned restaurant and assorted treats. Let 
me know if you’d like to join us (drichmo2@
comcast.net).
 While ICE may have diminished its staff 
in Minneapolis, they leave lasting wounds and 
many more are sure to follow.
 We’re hoping to raise $15,000, equating to 
a week’s worth of Ascension’s munificence. An 
anonymous donor has offered to match all dona-
tions.
 Taxes were conceived so that we can all live 
together. That “we” — that collectivity — so 
precious to democracy, is under attack today. I 
believe that a neighbor tax (love thy neighbor as 
thyself) can bring us back to the original pur-
pose of taxes.
 Everyone gets to choose this tax, the 
amount, the form it takes. It might be finan-
cial, it might be generous acts of kindness, e.g., 
standing up for neighbors who’ve been treated 
unfairly. It might be prayer. Whatever it is, it’s 
our choice and our responsibility. 
 And, really, we’re all neighbors. 

— Dorothy

Dorothy Richmond is founder of the Dear 
Neighbor column  and a longtime resident of 
Cedar-Isles-Dean.

THE NEIGHBOR TAX
A monthly column by Dorothy Richmond
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MARCH 2026:
BLIZZARD BLISS
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