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UNDER FEDERAL SIEGE:
MINNEAPOLIS IS RISING!

ICE places a handcuffed 16-year-old Lati-
na American teenager in the back of an
SUV, even though she tells agents she is
an American citizen and identifies herself.

Will Stancil is a lawyer and hous-
ing policy researcher. He lives in
Lowry Hill.

The federal government has
launched an invasion of Minneap-
olis, deploying thousands of heav-
ily armed men from ICE and Bor-
der Patrol across the city.

Minneapolis has organized to

Images and Article by Will Stancil

peacefully resist. The resolution
Is still unclear.

The reasons behind “Opera-
tion Metro Surge,” likely the larg-
est deployment in history by fed-
eral immigration agencies, remain
opaque.

Officialsclaim it is aresponse
to benefits fraud in Minnesota,
yet the operation bears no resem-
blance to an accounting review.
The federal government did not
send auditors.

It sent 3,000 masked and heav-

ily armed agents with assault
rifles, tear gas and body armor.

Once here, these agents
have carried out what I, as a
firsthand observer, can only de-
scribe as a campaign of aggres-
sion and intimidation. Hun-
dreds of neighbors have been
stolen; two have been shot dead.

Unmarked vehicles filled
with armed, masked I CE agents
lurk across the city. I've seen
confirmed ICE vehicles on
Douglas and Summit in Lowry
Hill, on Girard in East Idles,
circling Lake of the Isles, and
at Kowalski’s and Lunds.

They have been omnipresent
along Hennepin, Lyndale, La-
goon and L ake.

Abductionsin Broad Daylight

These agents lurk and some-
times detain residents. | have
personally witnessed four “de-
tentions,” which are better de-
scribed as abductions.
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MINNEAPOLIS IS UNIFYING. AMERICA IS DIVIDING.

Editorial by Craig Wilson

Craig Wilson is the editor of the
Hill & Lake Press. He lives in
Lowry Hill.

Editor’s notee We are going to
press Monday, Jan. 26, with lay-
out ending Jan. 25. News is
changing quickly, and we are do-
ing our best to keep up. Please
visit hillandlakepress.org and en-
ter your email address to stay in-
formed in real time. We will begin
posting news stories on our web-
site before they appear in print to
stay ahead of the news cycle.

The ICE invasion of Minneap-
olis proves that American society
is living through a moment when

shared truth has collapsed.

Events in our city are largely
unifying us because we have wit-
nessed them firsthand or trust
those who have.

But people elsewhere are in-
terpreting the same footage
through ideological filters that
create wildly different realities.

That fracture has been widen-
ing since the killing of Renee Ni-
cole Good.

And now, with the death of
Alex Jeffrey Pretti, who was beat-
en and shot by federal agents in
broad daylight in front of multiple
witnesses, the distance between
what Minneapolis residents see
and what the nation is being told

Craig Wilson was at his gym in Whittier
when honking and whistles erupted at
Blaisdell Ave. S. and 28th St., where
federal agents in army camouflage
were arresting people. The person
standing next to him thought ICE was
“Al” until he witnessed it firsthand.
(Image: Craig Wilson)

has become impossible to ignore.

Bearing Witness

Earlier this month, before
Pretti’s death, | experienced this
divide in an unexpected place:
the gym.

In mid-January, | saw ICE
agents detaining several people
outside my gym at Blaisdell Ave-
nue South and 28th Street, in
Whittier. It was about 1:45 p.m.
Protesters gathered immediately.

Whistles, horns and shouts
filled the block. Phones were
raised in every direction. Like
most people around me, | filmed
what | saw.

Asthe scene cleared, the man
next to me said something that
shocked me. Because of the con-
stant flow of propaganda online,
he believed the clips of masked
agents circulating on social me-
dia were “Al” and not real. See-
ing it in person changed his
mind, he said.

But even before the killings
of Good and Pretti, the collapse

of a shared sense of reality was al-
ready underway.

Federal Abuse Prompts a Com-
munity to Push Back

Minneapolis residents have
been living with this for weeks; in-
deed Operation Metro Surge would
be better titled “Operation Metro
Siege”

ICE agents have appeared
throughout the Hill & Lake com-
munity, from Bryn Mawr to Linden
Hills, and at places as ordinary as
Yum!, Kowalski’s and Wrecktangle
Pizza. This lurking federal pres-
ence stretches into western Wis-
consin, Red Wing, St. Cloud,
Mankato and beyond.

So does the resilience. Neigh-
bors are stepping outside, filming,
supporting one another and refus-
ing to look away.

Yet nationally we are watching
the same videos, reading the same
statements and reaching radically
different conclusions. That divide
isnot accidental. It reflects a broad-
er shift in how authority, truth and
belonging function in American
life.

The Extrajudicial Killing of Alex
Pretti

Nothing illustrates this more
clearly than the killing of Alex

Continued on page 4
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First They Came...

My son shared this poem with
me, and | was struck by how
much it speaks to what we're ex-
periencing in Minneapolis. | hope
your readers find it meaningful.

First they came for the socialists,
and | did not speak out —
because | was not a socialist.

Then they came for the trade
unionists, and | did not speak out
— because | was not a trade
unionist.

Then they came for the Jews, and
| did not speak out — because |
was not a Jew.

Then they came for me — and
there was no one left to speak for
me.

— Martin Niemdller in 1946

Ginny Llop
Lowry Hill

U.S. Citizenship: Once a Trea-
sured Privilege

| am aresident of Lowry Hill
and have been involved in many
local nonprofits as a volunteer.

My most recent years have
been spent working with immi-
grants learning English and pre-
paring for the U.S. citizenship
test. It has given me great joy
over these last seven years and
has been a truly eye-opening and
rewarding experience.

| have had the privilege to
meet people from Kenya, Soma-
lia, Ethiopia, Liberia, Mexico,
Ecuador, Haiti and Cuba, to hame
a few of the countries my stu-
dents have come from. | learned
their stories and heard about their
journeys to the United States.

All had difficult lives and
traumatic journeys to get here,
and yet they remained positive
and hopeful. Everyone was excit-
ed to be in the United States,
which gave me a deeper apprecia-
tion for what we often take for
granted in our country.

All the students | have tutored
were working many hours in dif-
ficult jobs, such as housekeeping

in local hospitals and hotels,
cooking in restaurants, cleaning
peoples homes and caregiving
for elderly or disabled Ameri-
cans.

They were also supporting
families and using their free time
to study for the U.S. citizenship
test — a test | would not have
passed until | started helping oth-
ers prepare.

The 100 questions (now 128
under the new administration) in-
clude items such as: “The Feder-
alist Papers supported the pas-
sage of the U.S. Constitution.
Name one of the writers” | am
not sure many Americans could
answer that.

The old test also included a
geography section, which |1
thought was valuable.

One question asked: “Name
one of the longest rivers in the
United States.” That was removed
from the current test.

Along with learning the an-
swers to 128 questions on U.S.
history, civics and government,
applicants must also be able to
write sentences in English and
show they understand English
through conversations with im-
migration officers.

Many of my students came
from small villages and had no
formal schooling. They worked
countless hours to spell difficult
vocabulary words so they could
write a simple sentence like:
“Lincoln was president during
the Civil War.”

They were inquisitive and
genuinely interested in how our
government works, and they were
excited to vote in elections and
give their children better oppor-
tunities.

| take great pride in the fact
that none of my students has
failed the exam. The smiles on
their faces when they pass are
life-affirming.

In the current state of our
country, we are removing oppor-
tunities for wonderful new citi-
zens who want to work and par-
ticipate in the democracy that
was once our pride.

Now many are too scared to
leave their homes, despite having
a U.S. passport. Let us work to
curb the unnecessary cruelty and
violence directed at immigrants
in our city.

Searcy Lillihei
Lowry Hill

Thank you for publishing the
Hill & Lake Press

| am of the age when people
still read newspapers.

I lived in Southwest Minne-
apolis for more than 30 years. |
sold my house when Linden Hills
became a suburb of Edina and
am now an apartment dweller at
Highland Gables on Douglas.

| looked forward to the South-
west Journal, which, as you know,
is no longer with us.

| grew up in an apartment on
the North Side of Chicago where
we read two newspapers a day.

People move for love or mon-
ey. | moved for money — ajob.

| have lived in Minneapolis

for almost 50 years. Yes, I'm old.

Anyway, thank you for all the
work you and your team do on
the paper.

Jim Crue
Lowry Hill

Minneapolis Parks Deserve
L eader ship, Not Politics

Many Minneapolis residents
remain uncertain about whether
the new commissioners on the
Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board will put politics aside to
deliver mission-focused, nonpar-
tisan governance of our park sys-
tem.

Concerns are justified. In
2017, political activists recruited
and helped elect a maority of
commissioners who knew little
about the park system and yet
were eager to change it.

The politicized board soon
lost sight of the MPRB’s core
mission to protect natural re-
sources and provide recreational
opportunities.

During the challenges of that
term, from 2018 to 2021, observ-
ers witnessed a decline in effec-
tiveness, credibility and civility
as some commissioners priori-
tized personal interests over their
responsibility to constituents.
The board became less indepen-
dent, transparent and account-
able.

Some of newly elected Presi-
dent Tom Olsen’s recent actions,
taken before the first meeting of
2026, have heightened concerns
that history might repeat itself.

Olsen is pushing two resolu-
tions before mostly new commis-
sioners who have little historical
context for why the previous
board made these decisions.

One would restart a pilot
closing sections of the Grand
Rounds Scenic Byway to auto-
mobiles. The other would reverse
a decision to delay consideration
of closing roads near The Mall
Park in Uptown. Both issues are
complicated and involve other
agencies and differing interpre-
tations of community input.

More troubling than the tim-
ing and limited notice is Olsen’'s
criticism of those who disagree
with him, using labels such as
NIMBYism, misinformation and
fearmongering. At-large com-
missioners such as Olsen are
elected to represent all Minneap-
olisresidents, not a subset or spe-
cial interest.

The election is over. It istime
to govern, not campaign. As
Minneapolis and Minnesota
weather a chaotic, violent and
unconstitutional federal occupa-
tion, we need leaders who listen,
communicate clearly and model
respect while working to unite
people.

A new board can bring new
ideas rather than recycling old,
divisive ones that would further
strain our park system and ignore
years of community input.

We should expect commis-
sioners to govern with good faith
and inclusivity, learning from the
past and drawing on the experi-
ence of incumbents to strengthen

Hill & Lake Press
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our park system in alignment
with the MPRB'’s core mission
and values.

Constance Pepin
Park District 6

Why I'm Supporting Anders
Folk for Hennepin County
Attor ney

| am writing to inform your
readership about an excellent
candidate for Hennepin County
attorney: Anders Folk.

| support Anders, a lifelong
Minnesotan, because of his expe-
rience as a career prosecutor and
his balanced approach to fighting
crime and protecting victims. He
began his career in the Hennepin
County Attorney’s Office and lat-
er served as senior counsel to the
deputy attorney general of the
United States, where he worked
on federal criminal policy, law
enforcement strategy and justice
reform. He also served as an as-
sistant U.S. attorney and became
the acting U.S. attorney for the
District of Minnesota, where he
led major prosecutions, including
the federal case against Derek
Chauvin's co-conspirators.

Anders also brings the per-
spective of his servicein the U.S.
Marine Corps, where he was a
judge advocate prosecuting and
defending service members under
the Uniform Code of Military
Justice.

He promises a nuanced ap-
proach to prosecuting violent

criminals, including juveniles,
emphasizing that in some cases
prosecuting juveniles as adults is
necessary for public safety. He is
committed to honoring the per-
spectives of victims and their
families.

Anders understands the im-
portance of building relation-
ships with system partners to
achieve the best outcomes and
keep Hennepin County residents
safe. Those who have worked
with him praise his judgment and
compassion.

The level of violent crime in
Hennepin County and recent en-
counters with |CE underscore the
importance of the county attor-
ney role, as prosecutors have at-
tempted to hold ICE officers ac-
countable amid claims of absolute
immunity and withheld evidence.
We need someone with Anders
experience, judgment and legal
expertise as Hennepin County’s
chief legal advisor and prosecu-
tor. | am proud to support him.

Mitch Kern
Kenwood

Poor Trees!

| was happy to see Susan’'s article
about the severe pruning that
Xcel inflictson trees. Asafriend
of all trees, | share similar con-
cerns, though | do not hold much
hope for change. Most utility
easements give power companies
wide discretion on what and how
they trim, typically following the

mantra “clearance, not appear-
ance.”

In March 2025, Xcel increased
its clearance requirement from 6
feet to 10 feet because of wildfire
risk. A mgjority of wildfires begin
with downed power lines. Even
without that, most people prefer re-
liable power during storms over
aesthetically pleasing trees.

Species selection is also an is-
sue. Elms, lindens, hackberries,
poplars and maples grow tall
enough to reach or overhang power
lines. One solution would be plant-
ing species that mature at lower
heights, though that sacrifices
some shade benefits. Another
would be to revisit burying power
lines, as Susan mentioned.

Poor trees — the compromise
she illustrated may be the best we
can get.

Thomas Regnier
Lowry Hill

Huckleberry encourages all Minnesotans
to dress appropriately this winter —

and to do it with style. Public service
announcement. (Image: Trevor Porath)
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75 Fifth Street West, Saint Paul, MN 55102 | 651.292.3225
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SUNDAYS, 1-3 PM

Enjoy music, dance, crafts, food, and cultural
traditions right in your own community!

FEB 22 TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

MAR 01 DAKOTA HOMELAND

MARZQ URUGUAY

apr 12 UKRAINE

MAY 03 CAMBODIA

landmarkcenter.org

MOSAIC FESTIVAL
DANCE am MUSIC
OF WORLD CULTURES

Aunday, Februarny 15
IIAM-4PM
$6 aputts | $4 kins

AGE B AND UNDER FREE

Tickets available
online in advance:
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MINNEAPOLIS IS UNIFYING. AMERICA IS DIVIDING. Front page

Pretti, a 37-year-old Minneapolis
ICU nurse and VA researcher.

Unlike the footage of the kill-
ing of Renee Good, that some
think is more ambiguous, the vid-
eos documenting Pretti’s death are
stark and direct.

The operation that masked fed-
eral agents were undertaking was
at a Glam Doll Donuts on the east
side of Nicollet Avenue.

“Once people adopt
a narrative, they
often adopt the
community that
goes with it,
and vice versa.
Even clear video
evidence can be
interpreted in
opposite ways
when viewing
it one way
threatens your
place in
community.”

According to CNN, Nilson
Barahona, another witness, said
that he was at Glam Doll Donuts
when someone fleeing federal
agents ran into the restaurant.

The donut shop staff quickly
locked the doors, and when agents
couldn't get inside, they turned
their attention to “those who were
outside, who had come to help,”
Barahona said.”

Agents left the scene of their
operation, crossed the street and
attacked — ultimately killing —
Alex Pretti.

The images show a masked
agent shoving a woman into a
snowbank after spraying her with
a chemical agent, after which
Pretti moved toward her to help.

Several agents then swarmed
him, forcing him face down on an
icy street as they punched and
struck him.

During the struggle, an agent
removed Pretti's legally carried
handgun from his person. He held
a valid permit and never had the
weapon in his hand.

Moments later, while Pretti re-
mained face down ontheicy street,
agents fired multiple shots into his
back.

One agent can be seen nearby
clapping as the shooting ends.
They then handcuffed his lifeless
body.

Yet the Trump administration
insists, without evidence, that Pret-
ti was an “assassin.” Stephen
Miller pushed that narrative im-
mediately. JD Vance reposted it.

Trump published a photo of
Pretti’s legally owned firearm and
essentially declared the case
closed.

Truth Versus*“truth”

Capital “T” Truth, meaning
what actually happened, is visible
on video and supported by per-
sonal accounts from multiple wit-
nesses.

But the administration's ver-
sion of “truth” is something else
entirely. It is a manufactured nar-
rative held together by lies, repeti-

DHS image =~ =
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tion, intimidation and propagan- "

da, all funded by tax dollars.

The Guardian recently docu-
mented how federal channels cir-
culated doctored images of
Minneapolis civil rights leader
Nekima Levy Armstrong to dis-
credit her and undermine local re-
sistance.

The original photograph shows
her calm, composed and profes-
sional. The altered version dark-
ened her skin tone, distorted her
features and recast her expression
to suggest instability. The intent
was clear: portray a well-known
Black leader as erratic.

When those in power control
both the megaphone and the edit-
ing tools, reality itself becomes
contested terrain.

How We Interpret What We See

To make sense of this moment,
| return to what | studied in col-
lege: cultural studies and compar-
ative literature.

The program required three
core classes. (1) Text and Context,
(2) Discourse and Society, and (3)
Knowledge Persuasion and Power.

“Text and Context” teaches
that no one is a neutral viewer.
Each of us brings our full history,
including our joys, fears, experi-
ences, values and ideology, to ev-
ery “text.”

Today the texts are videos,
body-camera recordings, official
statements and social media posts.
The context is not the footage.
The context is us.

This helps explain why the
deaths of Good and Pretti are be-
ing interpreted so differently. The
capital “T” Truth isthat both were
shot by federal agents.

The lowercase “t” truth, which
is the meaning people attach to
the events, depends on their world-
view, their media sources and
their need for belonging.

Narratives are how people
make sense of the world. They tell
us who the heroes are, who the
threats are, and where we fit in.

“The unaltered
videos do
not lie.
People do.”

They also signal which group
or community we identify with,
and that sense of identity shapes
what feels believable or even pos-
sible.

Once people adopt a narrative,
they often adopt the community
that goes with it, and vice versa.

Even clear video evidence can
be interpreted in opposite ways

Original DHS photo of Nekima Levy Jones at left and a White House-altered version

at right. (Images: The Guardian)

when viewing it one way threatens
your place in community.

One Country. Two Epistemolo-
gies.

For many in Minneapalis, the
footage reflects abuses of power
and a collapse of professional con-
trol. For many outside Minnesota,
the same footage is framed as
“lawlessness’ or “domestic terror-
ism.”

Yet on the ground in Minneap-
olis, thereaction has not fractured.
It has unified. Demonstrations
have been peaceful and grounded
in mutual care.

Neighbors are organizing vig-
ils and mutual aid. Faith leaders,
small businesses and residents
across political differences are
stepping forward.

Minneapolis is not splitting
apart. Minneapolis is locking
arms.

Why Belief Systems M atter

“Discourse and  Society”
teaches that discourse is the sys-
tem of ideas, language and shared
assumptions that shape how peo-
ple understand the world.

These belief systems offer be-
longing. For many on the right,
that sense of belonging is tied to
loyalty to Trump and a focus on
“law and order.”

For many on the left, it is tied
to defending democracy, civil lib-
erties and vulnerable people. Al-
gorithms deepen these divides un-
til it can feel asif we areliving in
different universes.

“Knowledge, Persuasion and
Power” teaches that this divide is
cultivated, not accidental. Hege-
mony, which is the dominance of
one group’s values and narratives
over others, works by making cer-
tain ideas feel natural or inevita-
ble. It decides which stories count
and which ones are dismissed.

| name my own bias as an in-
dependent liberal, meaning some-
one who values new ideas, civil
liberties, democratic institutions,
freedom of speech and debate.

Conservative traditions em-
phasize continuity, skepticism to-
ward rapid change, private enter-
prise and long-held norms.

Both can offer insight, but only

one is currently being weapon-
ized from the top down to distort
evidence and justify violence.

Minneapolis Knows How to
Stand Together

People are exhausted. Some
are losing relationships over dis-
agreements about what should be
obvious. These fractures are
everywhere.

And yet Minneapolishaslived
through this before. The murder
of George Floyd reshaped not
only our city but the world.

This moment stirs a familiar

“Minneapolis
is not
splitting
apart.
Minneapolis
is locking
arms.”

mix of fear, grief and uncertainty,
but the way Minneapolis is re-
sponding now is different.

The unity, discipline and mu-
tual care show a community tem-
pered by trauma rather than bro-
ken by it.

Federal officials misread this
unity as disorder. They do not un-
derstand that we have already
been through fire and emerged
not unscarred but unbroken.

Minneapolis Choses Truth

National debates will contin-
ue. Reality will continue to be
contested. And local journalism
matters more than ever. It gives us
a shared civic space, which we
desperately need when the nation
feels like it is coming apart.

It is up to each of us. Believe
propaganda from the federal gov-
ernment, or believe your own
eyes? The unaltered videos do not
lie. People do.

We must decide what we will
believe, and whom we will stand
with.

Here in Minneapolis, we
choose the Truth. And we choose
to support each other.

Hill & Lake Press
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UPTOWN BUSINESSES LEAD
COMMUNITY PUSH AGAINST ICE:

Images and Article by Brian Lucas
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Smitten Kitten is seeking cash donations for families affected by ICE actions and has a growing waiting list. Follow @SmittenKittenMN for updates and ways to help. The store,
at 3010 Lyndale Ave. S., is open Tuesday through Friday from 1 to 8 p.m., Saturday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Brian Lucasisaregular contribu-
tor to and board member of the
Hill & Lake Press. He lives in
Kenwood.

In normal times, seeing crowds
of people lined up outside aretail-
er would signal that business is
booming. For the Uptown retailer
Smitten Kitten, these are not nor-
mal times.

Over the last month, the
self-described progressive, educa-
tion-based sex toy store has been
transformed into a hub of mutual
aid supporting local families af-
fected by ICE, the Immigration
and Customs Enforcement agency
of the federal government.

“We have always at Smitten
Kitten been really passionate about
taking care of our community, giv-
ing people accurate information
about how to make choices for
their own lives, in their own bod-
ies” said Anne Lehman (they/
them), the store's social media co-
ordinator. “So we're just extending
that even further to the most basic
human needs, which are food and
safety.”

The scene outside the store
near Lake Street and Lyndale Ave-
nue South is a mix of communal
joy and high alert.

Volunteers  with  whistles
around their necks stand watch for
ICE agents while a steady stream
of visitors drop off food, toiletries
and other essentials.

Employees and volunteers sort
donations before loading them into
cars for distribution. A small table
with snacks and hot drinks offers
supporters a place to rest.

For Lehman, the level of com-
munity support has been inspir-
ing, but not surprising.
“Honestly, this neighborhood
has always been an awesome place
for the arts, for musicians, for im-
migrant businesses and small busi-
nesses,” they said. “Immigrants
make this community what it is.

And it's our responsibility to use
our platform to take care of them
the way they have supported us for
the last 22 years as a business.”

Lehman said they were moved
to act after Smitten Kitten's neigh-
bor, Wrecktangle Pizza, had to
shut down one day because work-
ers were afraid to come in. Volun-
teers helped the restaurant reopen,
and the owners launched a “Buy a
Pizza, Give a Pizza" effort to do-
nate a frozen pizza to a family in
need for every pizza sold.

“l thought, well, if you need
food, you probably also need dia-
pers, home goods, all of those
things,” Lehman said. “So | did a
Costco run and put up my Venmo.
| think 1 made $500 in like 10
minutes.

We bought two cartloads and
that stuff went out the next day.
My boss was out of town, so | said,
‘Well, I'm sorry, but | just turned
your business into a hub of mutual
aid” And they were like, ‘Okay,
cool. I'll seeyou when | get back.””

Lehman admits it has been
nerve-racking at times to be so
publicly visible in resisting ICE.

“When we first started, ICE
kind of caught on to what we were
doing and would come around the
block spitting at us, pointing at us,
trying to intimidate us,” they said.

“And whileit was scary at first,
it only made me want to do more,
because | know if we're a target,
that means I'm doing something
right. Those guys have no soul. So
we're just gonna blow them away
with our amount of soul.”

Smitten Kitten is no stranger to
progressive activism.

As a trans-owned business
committed to being a safe space
for marginalized communities, it
has a long record of community
involvement.

Staff distributed personal pro-
tective equipment during the
COVID pandemic, supported ac-
tivists after the murder of George
Floyd and maintain training in

“It is super
inconvenient to open
up your business to
this type of thing, but
you know what else
Is inconvenient?

A military occupation
outside,” they said.
“We can sell sex toys
all day long, but we’ll
do that another time.
The world is watching,
and it is all hands

on deck.”

Narcan overdose rescue. L ast year,
employees used that training to
save a woman's life outside the
store.

Still, Lehman said something
feels different in this moment.

“We need to set an example for
other peoplethat it'sgotime” they
said. “They’ve been targeting our
Black and brown neighbors for f—
ing ever. And a lot of people have
been talking about how Renee
Good lost her proximity to white-
ness by putting her life and her
body on the line, which iswhat ev-
eryone else needs to do.”

While turning Smitten Kitten
into a mutual aid headquarters has
been disruptive, Lehman says it is
the right thing to do, and they hope
more businesses will join the ef-
fort.

“It is super inconvenient to
open up your business to this type
of thing, but you know what elseis
inconvenient? A military occupa-
tion outside,” they said. “We can
sell sex toys all day long, but we'll
do that another time. The world is
watching, and it is all hands on

eck.”

Lehman said they hear from
many people who feel uneasy
about confrontation.

“People are saying, ‘I don't
want to start a civil uprising or a
civil war, but I would love to beg
the question, ‘What are we doing
right now?” Lehman said. “We
have all these goons pulling up on
us all day long, not only here, but
in the suburbs.”

Thisistheir training ground to
see what they can do in other plac-
es. So they might not be where you
are now, but they're coming.”

Smitten Kitten plans to help
families as long as ICE remains
active in the community. In addi-
tion to food and essential items,
the store is accepting cash dona-
tions.

“We realized, what good is a
roll of toilet paper if you're evict-
ed from your home and don't have
anyplace to keep it anymore’
Lehman said.

They hope more people and
businesses join the effort to help
neighbors feel safe.

“The amount of people that
come in every day, every hour that
are like, ‘“My family has been sep-
arated. My dad is detained, my
mom is detained,”” they said. “We
need to continue to stand up and
stand together.”

Lehman said while they are
frustrated by politicians and the
courts, the people on the ground
give them hope.

“We're the real people, the real
community that is holding this s—
down, and that is our responsibili-
ty,” they said. “Thisisn't going to
be solved by paperwork and law-
suits.

“You can make a difference
with 15 minutes, a carload of gro-
ceries and an address. Period.”

With no sign of anend to ICE’s
presence, Lehman said they are
confident Minneapolis will con-
tinue to rise up and serve as an ex-
ample for the nation.
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MINNEAPOLIS UNDER FEDERAL SIEGE Front page

“ICE abhors being watched.
But thousands of us are
watching anyway.”

In two cases, heavily armed men jumped
from a moving convoy and seized a random
nonwhite pedestrian walking alone — some-
one whose identity they could not possibly
have known.

The person was shoved into the back of a
black SUV that sped away within seconds.
Observers were unable to obtain names, mean-
ing those individuals simply disappeared.

In another instance, a platoon of ICE agents
pulled over a car with two teenage Latinas.
Sobbing, they were handcuffed.

As the crowd gathered, we were able to
confirm their names and ages — both 16, both
legally in the country. They were still taken.
Agents then beat and pepper sprayed observ-
ers and fired tear gas into a residential block
as they fled.

Border Patrol convoys have been even
more menacing. Led at times by their local
commandant, Greg Bovino, they park on pub-
lic streets while agents brandish rifles, waiting
for crowds to emerge.

No immigration enforcement of any kind
seems to take place — though Bovino often
strolls into the street to pose, like some kind
of conquering legionnaire, for the small army
of photographers he always has in tow.

They then proceed to brutalize any on-
lookers unfortunate enough to be stuck in their
way, and often deploy tear gas into the crowd
before moving on to do it again. This bizarre
tactic resulted in the separate tear-gassings of
Mueller Park and Wrecktangle Pizza in Up-
town recently.

These scenes have repeated across the re-
gion. Few know the full scale, but the level of
chaos is overwhelming.

Fear Acrossthe City

Outside the military brutality of their op-
erations, the psychological toll is profound.
| CE now outnumbers M PD five to one and op-
erates in secrecy.

That means any dark SUV with tinted win-
dows could contain two to four masked, armed
agents. Since the operation appears to indis-
criminately target people of color, regardless
of citizenship status, tens of thousands of our
Black, Asian and Latino neighbors have been
afraid to leave their homes, go to school, or go
to work for weeks.

Given the lack of federal restraint, it is lit-
tle surprise that ICE eventually killed two
Minneapolitans in seemingly arbitrary shoot-
ings — Renee Good and Alex Pretti, both 37,
a poet and nurse respectively. Pretti’s slaying,

An ICE agent threatens a driver at Hennepin Avenue South and 22nd Street.

Greg Bovino and Border Patrol agents pepper spray neighbors at 24th Street and Hennepin Avenue South.

in which he was shot many times in the back
while being brutally beaten by Border Patrol
for no apparent reason, has especially shocked
the nation.

But instead of fracturing the city, these
deaths galvanized it. In its wake, thousands of
neighbors in the Lakes area, and tens of thou-
sands across the city, have banded together to
slow ICE down.

“There are far more of
us than them, and
Minneapolitans have set
aside their differences to
protect one another.”

A Citywide Network of Resistance

| was one of them. In days, an ICE neigh-
borhood watch system grew from a small
group of volunteers into a dense citywide net-
work.

The concept is simple: neighborhood-based
voice and text channels where participants re-
port suspected |CE activity. Foot patrols walk

blocks with whistles, sounding alerts.

Another group, calling themselves com-
muters, patrol in vehicles throughout neigh-
borhoods. | have mostly served as a commuter.
The neighborhood watch groups maintain
trained dispatchers on rolling shifts, who relay
reports between local networks.

Get a jump on those Spring
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Border Patrol deploys tear gas and films bystanders at 29th Street and Blaisdell Avenue South.
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Dozens of observers gather as ICE attempts to enter an apartment on Lyndale Avenue South.

(Images: Will Stancil)

A crowd-sourced directory of known and
suspected ICE plates is maintained by volun-
teers so that vehicles can be quickly verified.

The directory is imperfect, and federal
agents often obscure plates, so observers rely
on their eyes and judgment. For example, two
masked men in sunglasses driving a dark Ford
Expedition are almost always federal.

|CE abhors being watched. But thousands
of us are watching anyway.

When ICE is spotted, observers rush to the
location. Their role is to record, not interfere.
They keep eyes on the agents — often by fol-
lowing in their vehicles — and record any-
thing that happens. Physical or forcible inter-
ferenceisillegal, but recording, observing and

alerting has proven surprisingly effective at
restraining this secretive operation.

Intimidation Tactics

Since ICE abhors being watched, it will
work hardlose or intimidate observers. They
speed away, leading observers on lengthy pur-
suits through the city. They will surround ob-
server cars, threatening the occupants, in some
cases smashing car windows and illegally de-
taining observers.

A common tactic — which | have experi-
enced twice — is for agents to run an observ-
er's plates and then tail them all the way home,
an unsubtle threat that effectively advertises
that they know where the observer lives.

In oneinstance, as| followed an ICE vehi-
cle, two additional SUVs pulled in behind me.
The lead car, blacked-out and without plates,
announced over a loudspeaker, “Thisis where
you live. Go home.”

| shouted back that observing is legal and
leaned on my horn, prompting a dozen neigh-
bors to come outside with whistles. The agents
sped off, finally escaping me by running ared
light outside Kowal ski’s.

This experience is representative of thou-
sands of observers. Many have heroically
endured long cold watches in subzero tem-
peratures or physical abuse by government
agents, to help ensure that their neighbors are
not aducted secretly. Many more are spending
endless hours helping feed and assist the peo-
ple of our city stuck in their homes.

Meanwhile, social media algorithms have
been amplifying false claims that observers
and protesters are paid actors or from out of
state. | have been on the ground witnessing
thisinreal time. These narrativesarelies. The
protesters are local volunteers. The media
presence is global, but it is Minneapolis resi-
dents who are fighting ICE.

A City Rising

Nobody knows how this ends. From my
view on the street, the federal government’s
mission appears to be fear — to provoke cha-
os, terrify and incite violence, possibly an ex-
cuse for greater domestic military repression.

Many seem to misunderstand Minneapolis
as the city they remember from 2020: ready to
erupt into unrest. They seem unsure what to
do with a city that has responded to brutality
not with riots but with organized, peaceful re-
Sistance.

There is no clear path through this crisis.
Our neighbors are being taken in secret. Chil-
dren are missing school. Businesses are strug-
gling. But | am confident of this: ICE cannot
win. There are far more of us than them, and
Minneapolitans have set aside their differenc-
es to protect one another.

What | have seen on these streets is not
despair. It is solidarity and courage: neighbors
choosing to show up for one another again and
again, no matter the hour, no matter the cold.
The city is hurting, but it will survive.

“What | have seen on these
streets is not despair. It is
solidarity and courage.”
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ICE IN KENWOOD PARK

By Laura Kinkead

The note Laura Kinkead left on an abandoned vehicle in Kenwood Park. (Image: Courtney Cushing Kiernat)

Laura Kinkead livesin the Cedar-Isles-Dean
neighborhood.

On Saturday, Jan. 3, | took my 7-year-old
grandson sledding in Kenwood Park.

It was awonderful morning, crisp with no
wind.

This 65-year-old made it down the hill
without hurting too many parts. We had a
great time until we were getting ready to
leave.

We heard a disturbing noise and |looked
over to see a black SUV with its siren blaring
pull over a car on Franklin Avenue.

My grandson loves all things police, am-
bulance and fire truck, so he was very fo-
cused on what was happening. But these were
not individuals trained to help. Thiswas ICE.

Agents jumped out wearing body armor
vests like those we have seen on television.
They pulled people out of the car, forced
them into the SUV and drove off. People who
are someone's father, uncle, brother, neighbor
were taken.

People quickly gathered to witness what

was happening. | was near the playground
and wary of getting too close with my grand-
son. | often carry a whistle to alert others
that ICE is nearby, but | did not have it with
me and had never needed to use it before.

“My grandson loves all
things police, ambu-
lance and fire truck, so
he was very focused on
what was happening.
But these were not indi-
viduals trained to help.
This was ICE.”
I do have a powerful two-finger whistle,
so | tried that, though it had little effect.
ICE abandoned the car, leaving it on the
no-parking side of Franklin Avenue to be

towed. This will be another hardship for a
family that relies on the vehicle.

| was able to take a photo of the license
plate and the car and shared it with an orga-
nization I know that tries to alert families
when someone has been taken.

That group can also, | hope, connect with
atowing company that has been towing vehi-
clesfor free so the car, often asignificant as-
set for afamily, is not lost.

| noticed a rosary hanging from the rear-
view mirror and a registration for a residen-
tial parking permit.

It is hard to believe that a hardened crim-
inal, “the worst of the worst,” would take the
time to register for a parking permit.

My grandson lives in a neighborhood
where ICE has been active. He had not wit-
nessed this before, but his mother has talked
with him about ICE.

“The events of that
morning weigh
heavily on me.”

When we returned home, | noticed him
sitting quietly on the couch, looking out the
window and blowing a whistle on a toy he
received for Christmas.

The events of that morning weigh heavily
on me. | think about the harm to the individ-
uals taken, their families, those who wit-
nessed it and even those carrying out the act
of disappearing people from our community.

It has been reported that 73% of those
taken have no criminal record and that only
5% have been convicted of violent offenses.

We do what we can from where we are. |
encourage you to help in whatever way you
are called.

TO
HELP

SUPPORT

your neighbors and community
members under siege,
visit Stand With Minnesota at

standwithminnesota.com.
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LOCAL POLITICS
PRECINCT CAUCUSES ARE FEB. 3

AS LOCAL DEMOCRACY MEETS A TENSE MOMENT

By Terry White

Terry Whiteis a regular contributor.
He is also the author of the Better
Minneapolis newsletter and pod-
cast. He livesin Field.

Precinct caucuses will be held
Feb. 3 across Minnesota, with local
democracy moving forward even as
tensions persist around federal im-
migration enforcement.

The fatal shootings of Renée
Good and Alex Pretti by a federal
immigration agent in Minneapolis
and a series of clashesthat havein-
cluded tear gas, pellet guns and vi-
olent arrests has marked weeks of
anger and unrest across Minnesota.

Some residents are hoping
colder weather might slow federal
activity. It may be wishful think-
ing, but people are searching for
ways to look beyond the current
moment.

Although daily life has been
unsettled, precinct caucuses are
still expected to move forward. The
purpose of caucuses isto elect del-
egates who will attend future con-
ventions and represent preferences
for local, state and federal candi-
dates.

The leaders chosen by voters
help shape the policies that govern
their communities. For residents
interested in Minnesotas future,
attending a local party caucus can
be afirst step.

CAUCUS
DETAILS

WHEN: Feb. 3, 2026
at 7 p.m.

WHERE: Secretary of
State’s caucus finder at
caucusfinder.sos.mn.gov

WHO: Both Republican
and DFL caucuses are
held the same night.
To vote on caucus
business, participants
must be 18, live in the
precinct and consider

themselves members of
the party. The DFL allows
noncitizens and residents
with restricted voting rights
to participate.

WHAT DELEGATES WILL ADDRESS -

Delegates elected at precinct caucuses will go on
to shape endorsements for:

* Hennepin County Commissioner

* Hennepin County Attorney

* Hennepin County Sheriff

+ State Senate and House

* Attorney General

 Secretary of State

+ State Auditor

+ Governor and Lieutenant Governor
+ U.S. Senate and House

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR DFL DELEGATES -
Between March and June, DFL delegates will
participate in several conventions:
+ SD61 Convention: March 21 at Washburn
High School, 10 a.m. gavel
+ CD5 Convention: May 9 at St. Louis Park
High School
+ State Convention: May 29-31 at the
Mayo Civic Center to endorse statewide
offices, including governor, attorney general
and U.S. senator
« Hennepin County Convention: June 13, location
to be announced, to endorse county offices

IMPORTANT ELECTION DATES FOR VOTERS -
* Primary election: Aug. 12
« General election: Nov. 4

February 2026
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CONTROVERSY GROWS OVER PARK BOARD PLANS FOR
MALL PARK AND PARKWAY CLOSURES

By Terry White

Terry Whiteisaregular contribu-
tor. He is also the author of the
Better Minneapolis newsletter
and podcast. He lives in Field.

The Minneapolis Park and
Recreation Board was scheduled
to consider two proposed amend-
ments at its first regular meeting
of the year on Jan. 7. Due to the
fatal shooting of Renee Good,
they were rescheduled for the Jan-
uary 21 Planning Committee
meeting.

“Despite the
shortened
timeline,
the board
received
hundreds
of emails
and public
comments
opposing the
proposals.”

Both amendments were intro-
duced by new Board President
Tom Olsen, an at-large commis-
sioner. The measures could sig-
nificantly affect parkland use and
traffic flow.

There were 54 speakers signed
up for Open Time during the
board meeting, most of whom
were there to express their dissat-
isfaction over the amendments.
Both amendments passed out of
the Planning Committee and will
now be considered by the full
park board at their February 4
meeting.

One proposal, a version of
which failed last year, would di-
rect the park superintendent to re-
move roadway and replace it with
grass following sewer work by
Metropolitan Council Environ-
mental  Services, tentatively
scheduled to begin in spring 2026.

The project would include
closing roads, removing asphalt
and eliminating parking to return
the area to green space.

“Residents of
North
Minneapolis
express
concerns
about closures
being a traffic
barrier to their
accessing
the parks and
other parts of
the city.”

The second amendment,
known as “Open Parkways,”
would allow parkways to be tem-
porarily closed to automobile
traffic using road-closure devices
to be installed. Specific configu-
rations would be determined
through a pilot program.

The proposed pilot directs the
superintendent to create criteria
to evaluate temporary parkway
closure infrastructure for eco-
nomic revitalization in the down-
town riverfront area between 4th
Avenue North and 11th Avenue
South, and Main Street Southeast
between Merriam Street and 6th
Avenue Southeast.

Community members who
closely follow Park Board actions
said they were not surprised
Olsen advanced the proposals, as
he publicly supported them during
his campaign.

Some, however, said they were
taken aback by what they de-
scribed as an accelerated process
that brought the amendments for-
ward at the board's first meeting
of the year, with limited opportu-
nity for public comment.

Despite the shortened time-
line, the board received hundreds
of emails and public comments

opposing the proposals. Atten-
dance at the January 21 meeting
further confirmed resident oppo-
sition to the amendments.

Opponents of the Mall Park
amendment argue the area al-
ready has sufficient green space
and say the changes would elimi-
nate parking relied upon by near-
by residents.

They also contend the rede-
sign could restrict access for
emergency vehicles, including
fire trucks serving surrounding
buildings. When the proposal was
previously introduced, more than
780 members of the East Isles
Neighborhood Association for-
mally opposed it.

Supporters say the amend-
ment would expand green space
and aligns with the Park Board's
long-term planning goals.

They also argue that coordi-
nating the restoration with the
Metropolitan Council Environ-
mental Services sewer project
could reduce overall costs.

Supporters of the Open Park-
ways amendment say existing
park space is insufficient for bik-
ing, walking and rolling during
peak-use days and argue the pro-
posal advances the park system’'s
health equity goals.

Opponents counter that the
Park Board already has proce-
dures and equipment in place to
temporarily close parkways to
traffic. They argue that installing
permanent infrastructure, such as
fixed gates or fencing, would be
unnecessary and costly.

They also say the amendment
could lead to more frequent clo-
sures, making access more diffi-
cult for residents who rely on ve-
hicles, including older adults and
people with disabilities.

Residents of North Minneapo-
lis express concerns about clo-
sures being a traffic barrier to
their accessing the parks and oth-
er parts of the city.

Some critics also question
claims that the closures would
benefit the environment, arguing

drivers would be forced to take
longer routes to reach destina-
tions elsewhere in the city.

LET YOUR
VOICE BE
HEARD

Members of the public may
speak during Open Time,
which begins at 5:30 p.m.
at Park Board headquar-
ters, located at -

2117 West River Road N

Minneapolis, MN 55422.

To reserve a spot on the
speaker list, residents
must call 612-230-6400
by 3 p.m. the day of

the meeting. Written

comments may be
submitted by noon

that day to —
OpenTime@
minneapolisparks.org.

Community members
also may contact the
Park Board commissioners
directly. Contact informa-
tion is available on the
Park Board’s website.

If you would like to

have your comments
considered, the next
park board meeting
scheduled for

February 4th.
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lakes dermatology

This Isn't marketing.
Iit's feedback.

Mary
6 reviews

I have received excellent care by several of the dermatologists at Lakes
Dermatology for about 5 years. I'm in my 70’s and have seen many doctors
over my lifetime. The exceptionally kind and skillful doctors and the
support staff at Lakes Dermatology always put me at ease. They have
earned my full confidence.

Courtney
3reviews

I recently saw Dr Gunasekera and she was the best! So sweet and caring.
I was going somewhere else previously and felt like | was part of an
“assembly line” so to speak, but felt very welcomed and heard here with
my concerns.

¥

Mary
10 reviews

This was my husband'’s first visit with Dr Sellinger. He feels she is the best
dermatologist he has ever had as she listens well, is very competent,
professional, and personable. The entire staff is best in class and we
recommend them to friends and family.

Nicholas M
Local Guide - 113 reviews - 35 photos

Punctual and thorough. | went in for a whole body scan. Appointment
started on time and the Dr. checked me over, scanning high risk areas
twice. She spent time describing things to watch out for in the future,
which | appreciated. Would highly recommend.

Rachel
Local Guide - 10 reviews - 7 photos

I have been a patient of Dr. Gehrig's for 6+ years and won't go anywhere
else. I have been so comfortable with Lakes Dermatology! Recently had
laser treatment and the experience was wonderful. They calmed my
nerves by explaining the process and answering all my questions. Very
thoughtful and thorough and my results are amazing!
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Kelly
4 reviews

Dr. Marisa Chapman is so personable, thorough, honest and a star in her
profession. | am grateful for her help.

v

At Lakes Dermatology, we're proud to be Minnesota'’s
largest physician-led, all-female dermatology practice -
right in St. Louis Park’s West End.

763-373-4960
www.lakesderm.com

5353 Wayzata Blvd. Suite 505
St. Louis Park MN 55416

Come find us in the
Associated Bank building!
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ICE IN MINNEAPOLIS: WHAT CAN BE DONE?

By Council Member Elizabeth Shaffer

“The question on everyone’s 2
mind is simple: Whatcan §

be done? My aim is zi help

clarify that.”

Ward 7 Council Member Elizabth Shaffer attending the vigil for Renee Good.

(Image: Dave Berge)

Council Member Elizabeth Shaffer
represents Ward 7 at the City of Min-
neapolis. Shelivesin Lowry Hill.

Itishard to believe that as | write
this, it has been only three weeks
since my inauguration as your Coun-
cil Member. Less than 48 hours into
my new role came the killing of Re-
nee Good by afederal ICE agent.

Since then, | have seen things |
never imagined | would see as an
American — masked agents in our
streets and entire families hiding in
fear. Then just yesterday we wit-
nessed the extrgudicial killing of
Alex Pretti by a cadre of ICE thugs.
We all feel fear and revulsion when
confronted by such pointless vio-
lence.

Yet | have also been touched by
the acts of bravery, kindness, gener-
osity and creativity shown by
Minneapolis residents from all walks
of life, offering support for the most
vulnerable among us. Thank you to
everyone engaged in these on-the-
ground efforts, through text chains,
community and school networks and
countless other means. You are all
heroes.

We love Minneapalis.

We love our immigrant neigh-
bors, regardless of legal status. An
attack on them is an attack on us all,
and trust me — we're all feeling at-
tacked.

Like you, | am committed to do-
ing everything in our power to sup-
port them in this moment. People be-

ing afraid to leave their homes, go to
work, take their children to school or
seek medical care is not what our
country stands for.

When nonviolent protesters can
be killed in broad daylight with no
conseguence, the Constitution be-
comes little more than a doormat.

The question on everyone's mind
issimple: What can be done? My aim
isto help clarify that.

What government is doing

The short answer is that state and
local governments are doing what
they can, but it may not be sufficient
to immediately put an end to this.

At all levels, concrete and target-
ed steps are underway, though signif-
icant barriers remain.

From the city’s standpoint, the
most significant action to date has
been joining Attorney General Elli-
son and the City of St. Paul in filing
suit in federal court to stop the surge,
through a motion for a temporary re-
straining order.

If granted, such an order could
potentially halt the surge and restore
something resembling the pre-surge
status quo.

At this point in time, we do not
know how the city’s case will unfold.
The killing of Alex Pretti certainly
adds horrific weight to the initial
hearing scheduled for January 26,
and | hope the judge will permit the
issuance of arestraining order.

Yet even if this outcome is real-
ized, it will most likely not be the last
word, as we have seen with the paral-

lel ACLU case, where an injunction
was issued and almost immediately
paused.

These same uncertainties apply to
the city’s lawsuit.

Let me be clear: The city’s law-
suit has the potential to be a walk-off
home run, but we cannot pin our
hopes on it alone. This moment is no
longer solely about immigration, if it
ever was. It is also about politics and
the rule of law.

The city has taken other steps. As
many residents know, the City Coun-
cil voted unanimously to refer a po-
tential eviction moratorium to Gov.
Tim Walz.

While its prospects at the state
level are uncertain due to funding
constraints, | hope the vote sent a
clear message that the Council stands
united in opposition to this aggres-
sive federal intervention.

Gov. Walz has stood firmly with
Minneapolis, joining Mayor Jacob
Frey in opposing what they have
rightly described as a federal inva-
sion.

The governor has also worked to
keep the peace by deploying the State
Patrol in support of the Minneapolis
Police Department and placing the
National Guard on standby.

| appreciate and support these ef-
forts, though | remain uncertain
whether they will be enough.

What residents can do

| am most optimistic about the
actions being taken by local residents.
As Martin Luther King Jr. said,
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness;
only light can do that. Hate cannot
drive out hate; only love can do that.”

At the hyper-local level we see
this light and love in action through
constitutional observing, video docu-
mentation, honking horns, blowing
whistles, distributing food and emer-
gency financial assistance.

Today Loring Park high-rise resi-
dents and | met to learn about initia-
tives to help families at local du-
al-immersion schools. | am constantly
inspired by the bravery, ingenuity and
commitment of our neighbors.

These may seem like small acts,
but we know none are without risk.
Yet collectively, | believe they can
help bring an end to thisfederally im-
posed chaos.

Every time a fearful resident
hears a honk or whistle and finds cov-
er, that's a win. Every time a family
in fear receives help, whether food,
schooling or rent assistance, that's a

win.

The thousands of videos docu-
menting reckless and unconstitution-
al behavior by ICE are potential tools
for fair process and justice, even as
we reel from the violence and loss of
lifein our streets.

These videos are shaping the na-
tional conversation, and they're key
to how this ends. When patriotic
Americans from all over the country
can see with their own eyes what the
witnessesto Alex Pretti’s murder saw,
we can stand together and demand an
end to these authoritarian tactics.

In the meantime, like all of you, |
am unsure what tomorrow holds. Yet
| am certain of one thing — the resil-
ience and ingenuity of the people of
Minneapolis.

We are in this together, and we
will come through it together. Please
do not hesitate to reach out.

“Thank you to
everyone
engaged in
these
on-the-ground
efforts, through
text chains,
community
and school
networks and
countless
other means.
You are all

heroes.”

PLEASE BE

IN TOUCH:

elizabeth.shaffer@
minneapolismn.gov

Hill & Lake Press

The Hill & Lake Press is a nonprofit newspaper
funded and supported by its advertisers and
neighborhood associations:

* East Bde Maka Ska
Neighborhood Association
(EBMSNA)

* Cedar-Isles-Dean
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(CIDNA)
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* West Maka Ska
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Neighborhood
Organization (KNO)

* East Isles
Neighborhood
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FAITH AND COMMUNITY LEADERS
REFLECT ON ICE IN MINNEAPOLIS

By Paula Chesley

Faith leaders and community leaders from around Minnesota and the nation, including U.S. Sen. Amy Klobuchar, U.S. Sen. Tina Smith, and the Episcopal bishop of
Washington, D.C., the Rt. Rev. Mariann Budde, gather at Temple Israel on Friday, Jan. 23, for an interfaith prayer service in response to the federal government’s actions in Min-
neapolis. Budde is known for urging compassion and speaking out against President Donald Trump’s rhetoric on immigration. (Images: John Stumme)

Editor’'s note The Hill & Lake Press invited
community voices from multiple faith traditions
and therapeutic fields to speak to the emotion-
al, spiritual and civic moment Minneapolis is
living through. Their insightsreflect both shared
grief and shared resolve. The interviews oc-
curred prior to the murder of Alex Pretti.

Paula Chesley isaregular contributor and lives
in East Isles.

Since the death of Renée Good, | have need-
ed time to grieve and to make sense of this pro-
found loss for Minneapolis and for our country.

Good, a 37-year-old Minneapolis resident
and mother of three, was fatally shot by a U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement agent
during a federal enforcement operation in south
Minneapolis — a shooting that has sparked na-
tional debate, protests and legal conflict over
federal immigration tactics.

To help people process what many describe
as an |CE occupation of our city, | reached out to
faith leaders, community |leaders and therapists
to ask how they are supporting people who feel
afraid, overwhelmed or unsure what to do next.

Across these conversations, several themes
emerged. Nearly everyone emphasized the need
to ground ourselves before taking action, both
for personal well-being and to avoid rash deci-

sions. Some spoke of grounding through prayer.

Others mentioned creating beauty, using
weighted blankets, reading poetry, physical
movement, quiet reflection and getting enough
sleep. Many urged peaceful community action.
Almost all spoke of the need to de-escalate and
stay connected.

“It's like a layer cake,
except it’s not sweet.”

— Julia Edelman,
LMFT

JuliaEdelman, alicensed marriage and fam-
ily therapist and chair of the Safety
Committee for the East Isles Neighborhood
Association, said the emotional responses she
sees vary widely.

“Peopl€'s responses have been all over the
place,” she said, “but everyone is responding
somehow. For people with trauma histories, and
really for all of us, it's like a layer cake, except
it's not sweet. Each added layer takes a toll on
our individual and community psyches.”

Edelman said some clients feel guilty for not
doing more or for feeling frozen while others
take action. “It’s imperative to honor it all,” she

said. “What we are called to do each day is dif-
ferent for everyone.”

She said a helpful framework is to imagine
support in concentric rings. “ Once we're ground-
ed, who can you support? A neighbor. A family
member. A friend. Then you expand outward —
coworkers, your neighborhood, and eventually
the wider world, if you have the bandwidth.”

“Oppression rarely
stops because
people ask nicely.”

— Imam Makram EI-Amin,
Masjid An-Nur

Imam Makram EI-Amin, who hasled Magjid
An-Nur in North Minneapolis for 30 years and
serves on the Downtown Minneapolis Interfaith
Senior Clergy, described a mix of emotions in
his congregation.

“People feel a spectrum of emotions, includ-
ing anger — and rightfully so,” he said. “We are
diverse politically, but the consensus is that what
happened was wrong.”

He emphasized the long history of faith
communities  standing against injustice.
“Oppression rarely stops because people ask

LINDEN HILLS

LOWRY HILL
KINGFIELD
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nicely,” he said. “Change requires pressure. |
don't agree with every tactic, but strong emo-
tions create a range of responses.”

On messaging, he warned that repeated nar-
ratives, even false ones, can shape public memo-
ry. “That's why faith leaders must be consistent.
Narrative determines how history remembers a
moment.”

“When things calm down,
that’s when the needs

appear.”

— Kate Fischer,
Executive Director,
Walk-In Counseling Center

Kate Fischer, LICSW, directs the Walk-In
Counseling Center on Chicago Avenue South,
where people can access free, anonymous thera-
py without appointments.

“We're not unfamiliar with community-level
trauma,” Fischer said. “What we're seeing now
is complex and ongoing.”

The center has seen rising demand but also
increased volunteer interest. She noted that an
immediate surge did not follow Good's death.
“Some people are activated. Others freeze. |
think theres alot of freezing now.”

Fischer used a childhood memory to de-
scribe traumas delayed impact. After a fire in
her grandmother’s kitchen, she recalled, her
grandmother put out the flames calmly. “But
when it was all over, she cried,” Fischer said. “It
feels like that’s what's happening here. “ When
things calm down, that's when the needs ap-
pear.”

“Be a presence of peace
to the person three feet
in front of you.”

— Pastor Arden Haug,
Lake of the Isles
Lutheran Church

The Rev. Arden Haug of Lake of the Isles
Lutheran Church described widespread confu-
sion and anxiety among his congregation.

“People are struggling to understand how
people they trust can see this moment so differ-
ently,” he said.

Haug noted that Lutherans have deep con-
nections to refugee and immigrant histories.
“After World War 11, 20% of Lutherans world-
wide were refugees,” he said. “This history
shapes how we see immigration. The current
policy does not make sense to us because inno-
cent people are being caught up.”

His guidance was grounded and simple. “We
can only be a presence of peace, compassion and
listening to the person three feet in front of us,”
he said. “You can't do it for everyone.”

He added that following Christ requires a
difficult discipline. “We must dare to pray for
both Renee Good and Jonathan Ross. | know
that stuns people, but that is what we must do.”

“| decided they were not
going to steal my joy.”

— Robert Lilligren, Chair,
Metropolitan Urban
Indian Directors

Robert Lilligren, a Loring Heights resident
and member of the White Earth Band of
Ojibwe, described how, as after the murder of
George Floyd, Native communities mobilized
their Indigenous Protectors Movement and
turned Pow Wow Grounds into a space for mu-
tual aid..

He spoke of “blood memory,” avisceral con-
nection to generations of state-sponsored vio-
lence. “You could see the trauma on peopl€e's
faces” he said. “But also the desire to be in
community.”

Lilligren said reactions differ between Na-
tive and white communities. “It matters that Re-
nee Good was white,” he said. “White people
may suddenly recognize, ‘That could be me’
For Native people, it always feels like that.”

On sustaining hope, Lilligren grew emotion-
al. “| decided early in this administration that |
was not going to let them steal my joy,” he said.

“The health of the city
is our health.”

— Rabbi Marcia Zimmerman,
Temple Israel

Rabbi Marcia Zimmerman of Temple Israel
said her congregation feels fear, outrage and
deep concern.

“We strongly believe in Jeremiah’s teaching
that the health of the city isour health,” she said.
“Our address is not just geographic. It isamis-
sion.”

Zimmerman noted that most Jewish families
in the United States are only a generation or two
removed from immigration or persecution. “I’'m
the granddaughter of immigrants,” she said.
“My parents-in-lav were Holocaust survivors.
This moment is frightening.”

She said the Downtown Minneapolis Inter-
faith Senior Clergy aimsto elevate a narrative of
hope. “We believe we are here to take care of
each other,” she said. “When civil rights are at-
tacked, that never ends well. What endures are
the stories of people who stand on the right side
of history.”

“ ..l reached out to faith lead-
ers, community leaders and
therapists to ask how they
are supporting people who
feel afraid, overwhelmed or
unsure what to do next.”

RESOURCES

WALK-IN COUNSELING CENTER
Immediate support and hotlines,

free, confidential and local resources

and free, anonymous mental health
counseling

* In person and virtual
* No appointment needed

612-870-0565
walkin.org

HENNEPIN COUNTY MENTAL
HEALTH CRISIS LINE

* 24/7 support for adults & families
612-596-1223

NAMI MINNESOTA HELPLINE
+ Education, resources and support

1-888-626-4435

MINNESOTA WARMLINE

* Peer support for people living
with mental illness

651-288-0400
Text “SUPPORT” to 85511

THE CRISIS TEXT LINE
Text “MN” to 741741

NATIONAL SUICIDE AND
CRISIS LIFELINE

Call 988 for immediate,
confidential help

{THE THIRD BOOK OF MOSES
P called Leviticus

CHAP. 19: 33-34

/A% RESIDES AMONG YOU
'#=F IN YOUR LAND, DO
Custeda¥ NOT MISTREAT THEM.
THE FOREIGNER RESIDING
AMONG YOU MUST BE TREATED
AS YOUR NATIVE-BORN. LOVE
THEM AS YOURSELF, FOR YOU
WERE FOREIGNERS IN EGYPT.

I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD.

B ™.

’ t*‘ A FOREIGNER
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COLDWELL BANKER REALTY MINNEAPOLIS LAKES

LUXURY LEADERS SERVING THE MINNEAPOLIS LAKES AREA

Matt Baker Sarah Balestri Ed Bell Barry Berg

mbaker@cbrealty.com smbalestri@cbrealty.com ebell@cbburnet.com Barry@berglarsengroup.com
612.860.4222 612.590.7703 612.720.4747 612.670.3600

Kate Buckley Leslie Bush Stephane Cattelin Amy Cohen

KGBuckley@cbburnet.com Icbush@chbrealty.com Stephane@CBRealty.com abcohen@cbburnet.com
612.817.7554 612.419.1441 612.703.8229 952.484.7577

Barb Davis Paige Gibson Christine Hazel Rod Helm
bjdavis@cbburnet.com paige@paigegibsonhomes.com chazel@cbburnet.com rhelm@cbburnet.com
612.554.0994 651.788.0887 612.963.6229 612.720.9792

-
Fos N
/
Tim Hyde Bob Kessler & José Kosar Jonna Kosalko Chad Larsen
TAHyde@chbburnet.com rkessler@cbburnet.com jjkosalko@cbburnet.com Chad@berglarsengroup.com
612.859.8842 612.554.0994 612.695.3136 612.968.6030
@ JKosar@cbburnet.com

952.237.8201

REALTOR 63

*

COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

MINNEAPOLIS LAKES

It’s not just business, it’s personal™

2505 and 2501 East Lake of the Isles Parkway Josh Zuehlke
5BR 7B 13 CAR GARAGE | 8930sqft on 1.23 acres | $9,985,000 612.735.2345

An unparalled urban retreat. This architectural masterpiece pairs timeless elegance
with contemporary design, offering sweeping lake views, soaring glass walls, and
abundant natural light throughout. A thoughtfully designed multi-pavilion layout
delivers effortless single-level living, with seamless flow, an elevated lakeside
terrace, a secluded courtyard, and sport court.

Hill & Lake Press



February 2026 SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS 7

GLOBAL LUXURY REALTORS

%1 BROKERAGE IN LUXURY HOME SALES IN MINNEAPOLIS LAKES AREA

£ioas £43)7
Ann Laurent Tom Lickteig Betsy Lucas Jon Ness
AMLaurent@CBBurnet.com tlickteig@cbburnet.com Betsy@CBRealty.com jon.ness@cbrealty.com
612.859.8842 612.227.6227 612.327.5905 651.442.3245

Rebecca Peterson Sandra Rieger Judy Shields Shane Spencer

rrpeterson@chburnet.com sandra.rieger@cbrealty.com jshields@cbburnet.com shane.spencer@cbrealty.com
612.325.0141 612.964.1956 952.221.1723 614.256.8500

-t ,
Isaac Teplinsky Ana Vogler Kate Wall David K. Wells Il
isaac.teplinsky@chbrealty.com ana@chbrealty.com Klwall@cbburnet.com David@dkw3.com
612.655.6456 651.235.4230 612.406.0610 612.845.8186

Sue Westerman Ruth Whitney Bowe Ellyn Wolfenson Josh Zuehlke
Sue.Westerman@CBBurnet.com ruth.whitneybowe@chbrealty.com EJWOLFENSON@cbburnet.com josh@jz-co.com
612.599.7050 612.805.7412 612.644.3033 612.735.2345

GRRORTUNTY  REALTOR

RANKED #1

MINNEAPOLIS, MN

THE LATEST

NUMBERS e E BB W |

SAY IT ALL — — W

$109.77M

CBR - Minneapolis
Lakes

Leading Office by Total Volume (Jan - Nov 2025) 2400 W Lake of the Isles Parkway, Minneapolis Berg Larsen Group
Based on closed sales volume information from NorthstarMLS for Minneapolis, MN in price ranges 3 BR 2 B I $2,895,000 612_925_8411

of $1 million or more as reported on 12/20/2025 for the period of Jan-Nov 2025, calculated by
multiplying the number of buyer and/or seller sides by sales price. Source data is deemed reliable

but ot guaranteed. Real estate agents ffiated with the undefined are independent contractor sales This home takes superb advantage of its lake setting with views from virtually
associates, not employees. ©2025 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the a” pUbllC rooms. The redesigned 2nd ﬂoor inC'Udes a dellghtful primary SUite

Coldwell Banker lohos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker®

System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogoy with lake facing bedroom, sunroom, expansive closet and luxurious full bath
Brokerage Group LLC and franchised offices which are independently owned and operated.

The Coldwell Banker syste fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing ACT and the Equal with dual sinks and steam shower. Lower level includes 2nd family room, media
oppertinty Act room, exercise room, temperature-controlled wine cellar & extensive storage.
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MLK AND VUCA?

Opinion by Mari Ann Graham

Would the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. have embraced VUCA and WHOA? (Image: David Tinjum)

“The Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. also
lived in a VUCA era.
He faced different,
yet eerily similar,
forms of volatility,
uncertainty,
complexity and
ambiguity. Itis
fair to ask: What
would Martin do?”

Mary Ann Graham taught at the University of
St. Thomas for 25 years before becoming the
Master of Social Work program director at St.
Catherine University. She lives in S. Paul.
This story originally ran in the Minneapolis
Times; it was edited for clarity and our style
guide.

Can there be any doubt that we are living
in VUCA times, meaning atime of “volatility,
uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity?

Whether one looks domestically, at un-
precedented ICE deployments, mass protests
across the country, at least two deaths during
encounters with an ICE agents, the resigna-
tions of six federal prosecutors and multiple
lawsuits filed against the Justice and Home-
land Security departments, or the killings of
Minnesota legislators, or a mass shooting at a
Minnesota Catholic school that killed two
children and injured 26 children and four
adults, volatility is everywhere.

Internationally, the United States has
seized six sanctioned Venezuelan tankers and
removed the Venezuelan president without
congressional approval in order to “refine and
control oil production.”

The Venezuelan opposition leader then
presented the Nobel Peace Prize to the U.S.
president. The United States has issued re-
peated threats to annex Greenland and taken a

controversial role in Ukraine, including relat-
ed threats toward NATO and European coun-
tries.

The U.S.-negotiated peace plan in Gaza
followed mass casualties in both Israel and
Gaza. Volatility and uncertainty with layers
of complexity and ambiguity are now global
conditions.

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. also
lived in a VUCA era. He faced different, yet
eerily similar, forms of volatility, uncertainty,
complexity and ambiguity. It is fair to ask:
What would Martin do?

Would he join mass protests, tweet, write
ablog, deliver sermons, blow whistles or have
a YouTube channel? Would he write another
letter from jail or walk for peace with the
Dhammacetiya Buddhists? Might he even
come up with his own acronym?

Here is one MLK might approve: WHOA,
which stands for wisdom, harmlessness,
opportunity and action.

He might remind us that because we are
hopelessly entangled and flawed human be-
ings, just as he was, we need to resist the ten-
dency to separate ourselves from othersin or-
der to feel superior.

“While alive, King
urged people to
be ‘wise as
serpents and
harmless as doves,’
meaning not just
wise or harmless,
but wise and harm-
less.”

King was committed to resistance, but not
just any kind. He consistently urged people to
be motivated not only by their own concerns,
or even by the concerns of their group, but
also by the concerns of their opponents. This
radically inclusive motivation is practical,

given how intertwined our lives are.

While alive, King urged people to be
“wise as serpents and harmless as doves,”
meaning not just wise or harmless, but wise
and harmless.

He asked us not to give up our intention to
change unjust laws, policies or procedures,
and not to give in to reckless or harmful emo-
tions that contaminate our actions and injure
both ourselves and others.

He insisted that we hold both qualities in-
side ourselves. He called it having a tough
mind and a tender heart.

Once we can hold that internal tension, we
can then find, or create, opportunities to act
from it. The actions available from that place
vary widely.

WHOA

Wisdom, Harmlessness,
Opportunity and Action

VUCA

Volatility, Uncertainty,
Complexity and Ambiguity

Do not take the bait:
WHOA.

Feel your anger and

meet it with compassion:
WHOA.

Stand under, or
understand, VUCA

in awe of it:
WHOA.

Stay curious and
engaged during VUCA.:
WHOA.

Contempt is costly:
WHOA.

Friendliness is free:
WHOA.

In VUCA situations,
WHOA.

7~
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WHAT IT’S LIKE TO LIVE IN MINNEAPOLIS RIGHT NOW

By Molly Mogren Katt

Volunteers have been delivering groceries and other supplies to immigrant families who are at risk of being
taken from cars or off the street if they leave their homes or send their children to school.
(Image: Susan Lenfestey)

Molly Mogren Katt is a writer and mother of
two. Thisstory originally ran on her post Hey
Eleanor! on Substack. She livesin the Wedge.

It is wondering if it is safe to walk your
kids to school. What might we witness? What
if the busy intersection we cross gets blasted
with tear gas.

It is answering your first and third grad-
ers questions about where their friends have
been for the last month.

It is trying to be normal with groceries,
swimming lessons and haircuts when nothing
feels normal.

It is questioning who is sitting in theidling
pickup truck in the parking lot of your favor-
ite neighborhood restaurant. Who is driving
the SUV parked in front of your house.

It is coordinating with parents to make
sure kids get to school safely.

It is knowing someone might disappear at
school pick-up for the crime of parenting
while Black or brown.

It is hugging already overwhelmed teach-
ers and school staff, grateful their students

“It is wondering if
people across the
country think you
are overreacting
when you are
really not.”

can safely learn from home, while knowing
being in school is best for learning and for
getting fed.

It is so many tears.

It is moms and school staff stepping up to
handle things yet again.

It is delivering 200 bags of groceries,
iPads and hot spots to families, wondering if
walking from your car to an apartment build-
ing will put people in more danger.

It is an ICE agent on the ground floor
marching past you because you are a “nice
whitelady.” It isusing your privilege for good.

It is a hug of gratitude from a terrified
mother who has not left her apartment in six
weeks.

“In our own
generation’s
version of 1930s
Germany or
1960s America,
we know
which side we
are on. We are
the helpers.”

It is wondering how many more weeks or
months this will continue. It is wondering
how to keep helping without burning out.

It is feeling unbelievably exhausted.

It is ICE agents patrolling hospital hall-
ways, listening for Spanish speakers. It is
pregnant women too scared to show up for
their OB visits.

It is U.S. citizens traveling with papers or
passports or whatever they think will prove
their legal status.

It is knowing it may not matter.

It isavideo of a Texas man with a
neo-Nazi neck tattoo outside your corner bar.

It is being scared to walk your dog and
doing it anyway.

It is looking at every SUV and truck on
the road, wondering who isinside and praying
you do not panic or make one wrong move. It
Is knowing they could kill you without conse-
guence.

It is canceled gymnastics practices be-
cause a mother was shot in the face six blocks
away.
It is constant helicopters overhead.

It is a tired police department outnum-
bered five to one.

It is bracing for the next terrible thing.

It is wondering if people across the coun-
try think you are overreacting when you are
really not.

It is cross-country skiing on the lake near
your house, grateful for a moment of normal-
cy.

It is feeling like a chump because your
family can move around freely.

It is your gym collecting food and hygiene
products. It is the pizzeria raising $83,000 in
donations over the weekend. It is the local
adult toy shop being targeted by ICE for
stocking up on diapers and formula.

It is feeling like every resident of your
blue city and state is the enemy of the federal
government because you have the audacity to
live here.

It is knowing you are part of a community
filled with good people.

It is loving Minneapolis. It is being a proud
Minnesotan.

It is wondering who you would have been
in 1930s Germany or 1960s America or 1860s
America and knowing that in your own gener-
ation’s version, you are on the side of human
decency. You are one of the helpers.

And you do not have to look far to see who
is not.

N
BE

NilD
GOOD

| am collecting supplies for
Minneapolis families in need
of groceries and hygiene

products and help with utilities.
If you would like to contribute,
my Venmo is -
@Molly-Mogren

Even five dollars makes an
impact.
Thank you.
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MINNEAPOLIS
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 TOGETHER

IMMIGRANT DEFENSE NETWORK

W/ NEED
S ER I

Cla OTHERE |

y 8 Scenes from Minneapolis in January: neighbors gathered in
k our b’:o&e” F’W . g5@ P8 Powderhorn Park to protest, downtown crowds countered an
N ﬂ’flf’[fefﬂj fmm ]ﬂﬂ]jt]fe ] anti-Muslim rally led by a Jan. 6-affiliated podcaster, and voices
/W”e”ﬂdeyer L ¥4 rose in song at the Singing Resistance Twin Cities vigil. All events
I ' | took place on Jan. 10 and 17. (Images: Courtney Cushing Kiernat)
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WEEKEND ON ICE:

MINNEAPOLIS STRIKES IN THE COLD

Wynne Yelland is an architect and California
transplant. He lives in the Page neighbor-
hood.

A City Marchesin the Cold

Friday afternoon, in the coldest tempera-
tures the Twin Cities has seen since 2019, an
estimated 50,000 Minnesotans gathered at
The Commons, the downtown park west of
U.S. Bank Stadium, where the Vikings play.

Sixty years in, the team has yet to win a
Super Bowl, but fans still show up. We know
something about struggle here. It was 15 be-
low and thousands still took to the streets, do-
ing what little they could to oppose what many
see as an unlawful and aggressive federal oc-
cupation of our city.

The crowd was riled up and occasionally
shouting, but still unmistakably Minnesotan.
Angry? Yes. Violent? No. When someone
bumped into you, they usually stepped aside,
apologized or said “excuse me” and offered
directions to the volunteers handing out free
hand warmers.

By Wynne Yelland

Protesters lifted handmade signs, includ-
ing riffs on Minnesota Nice such as “Minne-
sota Nice Doesn't Include ICE.” Signs rose
and fell in the crowd as chants rolled through
the cold. People admired costumes, stamped
their frozen feet and waited for the march to
begin.

| was one of them. | am a Californiatrans-
plant who haslived here longer than anywhere
else. Whatever that makes me — immigrant,
inter-immigrant, or something in between — |
stood with these neighbors. For their dignity.
For each other. For purpose. After more than
an hour, when the march finally moved west,
| was grateful to feel my toes again.

Signs, Chants and a Minnesota Sense of
Humor

A kid on his father’s shoulders held a sign
reading “EAT S—" with a face inside a toilet
seat that looked like either Donald Trump or
Stephen Miller. The sentiment was clear even
if the phrasing was crude. Hundreds of “F—
ICE” signs dotted the crowd. “ICE Agents
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Are Stinky Butts’ read another. The most
common chant:

Call: ICE out!

Response: F— ICE!

Minnesota is the home of Fitzgerald and
Louise Erdrich, so perhaps we could use bet-
ter material. And nobody literally wants to
“— ICE.” Not I.

Some signs showed creativity. “DE-ICE
OUR STREETS” worked well in awinter like
this. “HANDS OFF MY TEACHERS’ made
me smile, even if its connection to ICE was
unclear.

“NOT A PAID PROTESTOR” felt about
right. “ICE OUT,” for most Minnesotans, de-
scribes spring when the lakes open after win-
ter. For many, it now means we want federal
agents gone. January isalong way from spring
but people were imagining sunlight anyway.

A woman with a small megaphone chant-
ed “Kristi Noem is a bow-legged ho!” to de-
lighted onlookers. Nearby, giant puppets of
Donald Trump and Kristi Noem moved
through the crowd, reminiscent of the old
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MayDay Parade from In the Heart of the
Beast.

Puppet Noem wore a cowboy hat reading
“F— ICE.” Maybe that explained the chant. |
didn't ask.

Warming Up at the Library

My friend Dan and | stepped into the Cen-
tral Library to warm up with dozens of fellow
“domestic terrorists,” as some federal offi-
cials call us.

Police officers at the entrance asked pro-
testers to remove face coverings and pointed
to the restrooms. People complied. Lines
stretched down hallways.

Protesters sat on the floors massaging fro-
zen feet. Voices dropped to a hush out of re-
spect for families using the library. The
swearing stopped entirely.

(Images: Paula Chesley, Stephen Herzog, Lara Miklasevics, Josh Sundby and Wayne Yelland)

For a group allegedly weaponizing vehi-
cles or preparing a massacre at a doughnut
shop, we were remarkably polite.

Outside, hundreds of officers and security
staff guided traffic. | saw no one threating
them or pushing barricades. It made me won-
der how many pardons would be needed to
release these so-called agitators in a future
administration. Apparently none.

Once warm, we finished the mile-long
walk to Target Center. Dan complimented ev-
eryone with artistic posters. A man dressed as
Darth Vader wearing a feathered headdress
lifted his mask to tell us he works in youth
theater.

He smiled and drifted back into the crowd,
possibly toward the tamale stand or the li-
brary restrooms. Thousands of people were
out practicing civic responsibility together.
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No agitators. No obstructionists. No one do-
ing anything illegal.

A Glimpse of Hope

In The New York Times on Jan. 25, report-
er Charles Homans recounted a Minneapolis
story | keep returning to.

A week before the march, a transgender
woman helped Edward Jacob Lang escape a
beating in front of City Hall. Lang had re-
ceived a Jan. 6 pardon. He ducked into her car
while fleeing. She told him she did not sup-
port him politically, but she helped anyway.

Two people who appeared to have oppo-
site values still chose decency. She made the

Continued on page 24
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decision many parents teach their children: be
good, assess the moment, and do the right
thing.

That is who we aspire to be in Minnesota
and across communities everywhere. | am
tired of being demonized for empathy or for
questioning authority, especially when that
authority demonstrates so little of its own.

The Fear Today

There were 50,000 people in the crowd,
likely most of them liberal, progressive or
Democratic. Were some carrying legal fire-
arms? Possibly. No one was shot or assaulted.
The worst offense was strong language, as my
father would call it. | never once worried a
protester might spray chemicals, pin me to the
ground or kill me.

| do worry that people employed by my
government might.

In the past month, ICE agentsin Minneap-
olis have repeatedly been filmed using ag-
gression and force — sometimes lethal —
against U.S. citizens and undocumented
residents alike.

At press conferences, DHS officials cast
us as violent actors protecting violent crimi-
nals. They argue that our mere presence is ob-
struction. This is the definition of misinfor-
mation.

These federal employees are well compen-
sated with our tax dollars. These paid agita-
tors are harassing our neighbors and us —
with our money.

Power and Force
In a recent interview with Jake Tapper,

Stephen Miller spoke about Greenland and
said, “We live in the real world, Jake, that is
governed by strength, that is governed by
force, that is governed by power.”

Not laws. Not freedom or liberty. Not sov-
ereignty. Not the Constitution conservatives
used to cite. | want to believe Miller was also
taught to do the right thing. As my kids say,
I’'m not feeling it.

Seventeen hours after | returned home
from the march, Alex Pretti — an ICU nurse
at the VA hospital — became the second per-
son shot and killed by ICE in Minneapolis
this month.

He was shot 10 times at point-blank range
after being beaten. By strength, force and
power. By people wearing masks, accountable
primarily to themselves, who investigate their
own and claim immunity. They say they cover
their faces for safety. Really? Because when
they shoot, they shoot to kill.

A Community in Mourning

My wife, afriend and | visited the memo-
rial forming around the parking space where
Pretti died. It was somber and tight with can-
dles, handwritten notes and wreaths.

A choir of nurses sang. Others prayed.
Speakers asked the crowd to remember his
bravery. | thought of his last moments, face
down on the cold pavement, knowing he would
not get up.

During a quiet moment, a man outside the
circle yelled at Minneapolis police officers
who were stationed to keep order. “They are
part of the problem. They are complicit!” The
crowd responded softly with, “Go away.”

February 2026

| wasn't sure whether they meant him or
the officers. | was glad the police were there;
the scene felt fragile. Cars crawled past. Were
they mourners or something worse?

Someone started singing “Amazing
Grace.” Only two or three knew the lyrics by
verse three, but people hummed along.

A Latinawoman spoke at length, thanking
Minneapolis for supporting her community.
She cried while describing a pregnant friend
afraid to seek medical care.

Her son kneeled in the snow lighting a
candle. The crowd told her, “Were so glad
you're here,” and “You're brave,” and, “Thank
you for sharing.”

A friend of Pretti spoke next, dissolving
into tears as he struggled to describe the loss.
“How will this end?’ he asked. Someone an-
swered “Love,” though it was the only reply.

When he could no longer speak, people he
had never met embraced him. A woman in a
red coat moved through the memorial rear-
ranging flowers and hugging each speaker.

It was beautiful and painful. Renee Good
and Alex Pretti were trying to do what was
right. They werekilled for believing that help-
ing one another matters more than force.

What Comes Next

To all my fellow Americans, | hope this
traveling circus and its cowgirl ringmaster
skip your town.

If they do come, hand them a copy of the
Consgtitution and patiently explain what it
means. Start with habeas corpus. They still do
not seem to understand it.

Hill & Lake Press



February 2026 SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS %

WHAT IS TRUE HAPPINESS?

Happiness is spiritual,

born of Truth and LOVE. It is
unselfish; therefore it cannot
exist alone, but requires all
mankind to share it.

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures, Mary Baker Eddy

_ Discover Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures

“Lf‘,f‘ff:f“iHl‘;"t" by Mary Baker Eddy. It contains the full explanation of
Christian Science and its biblical foundation for spiritual
regeneration and healing.

“A book whose words have changed the world.”

Women’s National Book Association Scan this QR Code for more

information about our Reading
Stop by the Christian Science Reading Room and Room and Church, including

mention this ad for a 20% discount. hours and services.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE READING ROOM - more than a bookstore, a sanctuary of discovery, healing, and hope
1822 Hennepin Avenue, Minneapolis - secondchurchminneapolis.com

Groves Knows:

W
siexid
Summe Executive

Programs. Challenges

We support students entering grades 2-8
with ADHD, dyslexia, Executive Functioning
Challenges, and more. Through expert
and individualized instruction, we build
skills and confidence, helping students
start the school year strong and prepared.
Learn more: groveslearning.org/summer

Midwest's leading school for students with learning differences.

LEARN MORE
LEARN MORE

Groves

Learning | gl¢: Groves ‘ &
Center "‘ Academy gl“

Groves Learning
Organization

Hill & Lake Press



26 COMMUNITY STRONG February 2026

NEIGHBORS BUILD COMMUNITY:
PLEASE SUPPORT THE LOPPET FEB. 7

Images by Courtney Cushing Kiernat
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BETWEEN ICE AND ICE
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Susan Lenfestey brought an ice sculpture she made to the memorial site for Alex Pretti, placing an imperfect heart with tulips inside it near where the 37-year-old

ICU nurse was fatally shot by a Border Patrol agent during a federal immigration enforcement operation in Minneapolis. Standing at the intersection of Nicollet Avenue
and 26th Street felt surreal to her, but being among other grieving residents offered some comfort as the community continues to mourn and protest. Along Eat Street,
many restaurants, still reeling from his death and the transformation of the area into a memorial, served food and coffee and opened their doors for warmth and support.

(Images: Susan Lenfestey)

Editor’s note: this article was written prior
to the murder of Alex Pretti.

Susan Lenfestey is a regular contributor. She
livesin Lowry Hill.

It's the time of year when some of us in
Minnesota get heavily into what | call ice
gardening — creating ice globes and lanterns
and ice “glass’ for our yards and for friends
and for the Luminary Loppet on February 7.

But this year I'm torn between creating
ice and crushing ICE. Between filling bal-
loons and buckets with water to create the
magic of ice vs. filling bags and baskets with
groceries to defeat the terror of 1CE.

It’s not really a choice. We need to do it all.

We need creativity to keep our spirits
alive and we need resistance to keep our city
alive.

We need Ice Shanties and the North Side
Light Up and the Luminary Loppet and we
need school safety patrols and grocery shop-
pers and delivery drivers.

We need layers of warm clothing and
whistles and yes, water balloons, to push back
against provocateurs and to protest peaceful-
ly wherever we find ICE.

We need to shop where we may not al-
ways shop and eat where we may not have
eaten before because small businesses are be-
ing hammered by the loss of employees and

customers who are too frightened to leave
their homes or worse.

And we need the embrace of community.
Two days after Renee Good was murdered,
husband Jim and | left for a six-day sojourn
on a beach.

Leaving felt wrong, like leaving a very
sick child to attend a New Year’'s Eve party
and being there felt worse. The city didn't
need me, but | needed my city. We cut the
trip short and came home.

Being away made me realize again the
importance of community.

And although the etymology of the word
doesn’t mention it, community endsin
unity.

We had a divisive election last fall, but
the invasion of ICE just may be uniting us.

We are bound by our shared sense of de-
cency and pride in our plucky little city.

Everyone | talk with says the same thing.
“We are exhausted.” Which is what this vin-
dictive administration wants us to be, so
muster up. Our job is to keep going for those
who truly cannot.

The weather has given us a huge advan-
tage and for once | don't want winter to end.

I’ve signed on to patrols and protests, but
for now I’'m making ice.

It's time to contrast their ugly ICE with
the beauty of our Minnesota ice and to drive
the invasives from our garden.
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A PAPERBOY’S PROOF:
IMMIGRANTS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN HERE

By Paul Hinderlie
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Paul Hinderlie, the author, has no images of himself as a paper boy. This image offers
a glimpse of what being a paper boy was like in the 1960s. The morning Minneapolis
Tribune and the evening Minneapolis Star were both dropped at this shack at 26th
Street and Penn Avenue North, where young carriers picked them up for delivery to

households. (Image: Craig Luedemann)

Paul Hinderle spent his childhood in
the Hill & Lake community in the
1950s and 60s. He and his wife Carol
later founded the renowned Harbor
View restaurant in Pepin, Wisconsin,
and enjoyed successful careersin the
food and hospitality world. They now
make their home in Stockholm, Wis-
consin.

L ong before debates over | CE tac-
tics, federal immigration enforcement
and the protests playing out on Min-
neapolis streetstoday, | learned some-

thing at 13 with a canvas bag over my
shoulder.

Immigrants have always been an
important part of this city. In the
1960s they were my customers, the
families who held front doors open
for me and filled the hallways of
Lowry Hill with the smell of cabbage
and a dozen languages.

That small newspaper route taught
me more about who lived in
Minneapolis than any classroom ever
did, long before federal immigration
agents were in our neighborhoods and

long before recent confrontations in-
volving Immigration and Customs
Enforcement in Minneapolis sparked
protests and intense local attention.

The learning opportunity present-
ed itself when the 111-day strike
against the Minneapolis Star and
Minneapolis Tribune ended in August
1962. Before that, | had been an eighth
grader hauling around the Minneapo-
lis Herald, a strike-born, barely legi-
ble little sheet, to scattered homes
near Lake of the Isles. By late Sep-
tember, | graduated to the big leagues
and became one of the thousands of
paper boys for the Minneapolis Star.

My “territory,” as | grandly
thought of it, was a crooked three-
block triangle bordered by Hennepin
and Franklin. Eighty daily subscrib-
ers. One hundred twenty on Sunday
for the hefty Tribune. Behind Thomas
Lowry's statue, where Lyndale and
Hennepin pinch together, the Star's
paper shack guarded Aldrich Ave-
nue's dead end. It was a boy’s king-
dom if akingdom can smell faintly of
newsprint and radiator heat.

Those walk-up apartments were
packed with new Americans from Po-
land, Hungary, Latvia and places |
had to look up on a map. My prede-
cessor, Don, who later died in Viet
Nam, gave me the best orientation |
ever received. “You'll know who lives
where, by the cabbage” he said. He
was right. Every building had its own
aroma, its own rhythms, its own
hopes. These families loved the daily
newspaper. They soaked up the Star
like they were memorizing their new
city one column at atime.

Collecting payment was its own
education. Some folks had just a little
extra to spare. Once, an entire two-
week subscription — all $1.20 — was
handed to me in pennies. | counted
every one.

The apartments varied wildly.
One was afour-story walk-up exposed
to the weather. Another had a freight
elevator in the middle of itsatrium big
enough to park a truck in. Sixty-five
years later, the Aldrich and Franklin

apartments mostly stand where they
were. Some duplexes and fourplexes
were home to widows who always
pressed a nickel into my hand. Others,
like the buildings at Bryant and Hen-
nepin, disappeared under freeway
construction.

Along the edge of my route stood
Little Andy’s Uptowner, a narrow 24-
hour diner where | treated my young-
er sister Mary Alette for helping on
those punishing Sunday mornings.
She remembers smoky hallways and
one yellow-toothed woman who
dipped me an early tip before church.

A few seasons later, | earned a
Tribune morning route across Henne-
pin. It came with mixed blessings. |
could sleep in on Sundays but paid for
it by dozing off in Algebra on week-
day afternoons. That side of Hennepin
had Burch's drug store, Bjorkland's
funeral home and Becky's cafeteria.
Becky’'s was a warm refuge on col lec-
tion nights, mostly because they dlid
food across the counter without much
fuss.

Those apartments felt a notch fan-
cier than my old route, and | needed
keysto get into the lobbies. The room-
ing houses on Colfax and Dupont
north of Lincoln were their own laby-
rinths. | liked them, but | missed the
energy of the immigrant buildings. |
missed the languages | could not quite
catch. Mostly, | missed the cabbage.

It has been more than six decades,
and that scent still brings me back to
those steps and doorways. Immigrants
have always been here. They helped
build this neighborhood as surely as
any streetcar line or sidewalk. | did
not know it then, walking those halls
with ink on my hands, but they were
teaching me something about Minne-
apolis that has stayed with me ever
since.

“Immigrants have
always been an im-
portant part of this
city.”

REACH YOUR COMMUNITY.
GROW YOUR BUSINESS.

ADVERTISE WITH YOUR
LOCAL NEWSPAPER.

Hill &
Lake Press
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ANITA GOPALASWAMY

By David Piper

Anita Gopalaswamy (Image: Peter Garrard Beck)

David Piper is a retired judge and
regular contributor. He lives in Ken-
wood.

Born and raised in India, East
Isles neighbor Anita Gopalaswamy
emigrated to the United States in
1996 and became a naturalized citi-
zen in 2008.

She and her husband Hari and
their two children have lived in
Lowry Hill since 2020.

Anita and | discussed whether it
was wise for her to sit for this inter-
view. She readily agreed because she
wanted to speak about the contribu-
tions immigrants have made to our
community.

This interview has been edited

for clarity and brevity.

How did you transition from India
to the United States?

| had a privileged upbringing in
India as a member of the Brahmin
caste, including attending excellent
schools and graduating from a then
all-girls Catholic university. The
Brahmin caste is the highest social
class in the Hindu caste system.

But at a young age | became
aware of the horrific caste system.
For example, a gardener working at
our family home was not allowed to
use the same utensils we used.

chology and later earned a master’'s
degree in psychology from Duquesne
University in Pittsburgh.

I met my husband in Pittsburgh
where he was completing his Ph.D.
We moved to Minneapolis because
he was offered ajob at Seagate Tech-
nology. | said, “Where is Minneapo-
lis?” because | thought only the two
coasts existed.

Seagate rolled out the red carpet,
and we could not pass up that oppor-
tunity. We were poor graduate stu-
dents starting our careers.

How was the naturalization pro-
cess for you and your husband?

It was seamless for us because
my husband was identified as a per-
son of national interest, meaning
someone the United States wanted to
fast-track because of his distin-
guished academic career. As his
spouse | was along for the ride.

What do you mean by person of
national interest?

The United States government,
when screening green card appli-
cants, identifies people it wants to
fast-track. He had a distinguished ac-
ademic record. If you have ten publi-
cations, they look at you more close-
ly, and he was able to get his green
card in one year.

What about your career in the
United States?

After | had lived in the United
States for a few years, | remember
telling my mother that | felt isolated.

She said | had choices and to quit
grumbling and give back to the com-
munity that you receive from. My
mother is many wonderful things,
but sweet sheis not. She said it clear-
ly and | took notice.

| started volunteering at Chrysa-
lis, where | took calls on the crisis
phone line.

Now | work with a collective of
650 families, mainly in West Bengal,
India, who create extraordinary
cloth. We spin, weave, dye, quilt and
do a small amount of tailoring. It is
an ancient craft.

| am an unpaid member of this
collective. | represent them interna-
tionally, influence function and
quality and tell their story every

After college | worked with a chancel get.

documentary filmmaker in Mumbai.
| had always been interested in psy-

Our family provided the seed

money for the initiative, and every-
thing goes back to the community in
West Bengal. We sell the finished
products in the United States.

Have you found our community to
be welcoming?

Yes, absolutely. My best friend
lives here. | have known her for 30
years. We birthed our babies togeth-
er. | feel deeply supported by our
neighbors, friends and the communi-
ty in general.

Do you still feel that way today,
given the recent crackdown on im-
migrants?

| stay in my bubble. | feel less
safe today.

Areyou going to continueto livein
Minneapolis?

My husband Hari and | want to
return to Indiato die. Not in a maud-
lin or morbid way, but to be cared for
in a way that is more comfortable
and meaningful to us.

| want to be contributing, viable
and relevant until the end. Thereisa
ot of work to be done in India, and
we have already started that process
because | spend three months of the
year there.

What doimmigrants haveto offer?
We are the fabric of this nation.
We provide richness. My dearest
hope is that this nation recognizes
there is not just one way to live.

How do you navigate your native
culture in India with your culture
in the United States?

| have deep, solid bonds here,
and | have deep, solid bondsin India.
With the work | do | want to bridge
my community in India with my
community in the United States.

Are you optimistic or pessimistic
about the future of immigration in
this country?

In this moment | am looking for
ways we can resolve and survive this
crisis.

| recently met a neighbor from
East Isles who enveloped mein a hug
and whispered, “We will overcome
this.”

I will carry that with me when |
leave for India for three months for
work.

F
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WHY GO?
THE DAKOTA

By Jason Suss

Guests enjoy dinner and live music at the Dakota in downtown Minneapolis, a venue known for its blend of top tier
performances and chef-driven cuisine. (Images: The Dakota)

Jason Suss spent 15 years in tech before leav-
ing the corporate world to pursue his pas-
sion for cocktails. For the past 12 years, he
has worked on both sides of the bar at local
restaurants. He now lives in Lowry Hill and
owns @AProperPour.

Go Out. It Matters.

The whole reason | started this column is
to share with people the bars and restaurants |
like to go to and why. As | write this, it's Jan.
15, and the bar and restaurant industry in our
state is being devastated. | hope that by the
time this article comes out we are past this
moment, but here are my “Why Go” thoughts
for right now.

January is always the most difficult month
for restaurants. We just finished the holiday
season. People are on a health kick, not drink-
ing, partied out or otherwise staying home.
It's also cold and dark, which makes going out
even less appealing. And now this. Restau-
rants are among the hardest and most direct
targets of ICE activity. Employees are scared
to go to work, guests are scared to go out, and
the impact grows from there.

“They took the risk for us.
We owe it to them now.
So go somewhere.”

So this month the “Why go anywhere?”
answer is ssimple. Because it's essential that
you do. Because you need to support the same
people our country called essential just a few
years ago. Remember that? Workers in restau-
rants and grocery stores, cleaning crews, the
health care workforce. They were at the top
of the list. Many of us stayed home in our pa-
jamas on Zoom while they went to the front
lines. They took that risk for us. We owe it to
them now.

So go somewhere. Like the Dakota.

Order takeout or delivery on a night you
normally wouldn't. If you go out, add an appe-
tizer or a dessert. Small gestures make a real
difference.

Here's one of the places | went this week.
Established in 1985, the Dakota just complet-
ed its 40th year. It started in St. Paul and later

moved to downtown Minneapolis, where it's
remained.

The Twin Cities is known for its mu-
Sic scene, giving us artists like Prince, Bob
Dylan, the Replacements and, of course, Sis-
go.

First Avenue is the most famous venue
downtown and has hosted nearly every ma-
jor musician at some point, but the Dakota is
something different. It's a music venue and a
restaurant — and a good one.

Thisis as much arestaurant with music as
it is a music venue with food. It’s not a deep
fryer in the back. They are making and serv-
ing real food. It began with Ken Goff, then
chefs Jack Riebel, Tim McKee and Remy Pet-
tus spent time in the kitchen. If you follow the

“The Dakota is as much
a restaurant with music
as it is a music venue
with food.”

food scene, you know those names.

The kitchen is now led by Asher Larson,
afriend from my own restaurant days. He has
worked with some of the best in the cities, and
it's great to see him shine in thisrole.

The menu has everything a venue like this
should offer: shareable snacks, substantial
sandwiches and well-composed entrees for
those making a full night of it.

The ingredients are fresh and seasonal,
and Asher’s technique shows. | had the ca-
vatelli bolognese. It was hearty and rich, and
the house-made pasta had just the right tex-
ture for the meaty sauce.

The bar program gets the same attention.
The Dakota was a leader in the craft cocktail
movement. Bartenders like Johnny Michaels,
who was my mentor, and Pip Hanson of Mar-
vel Bar fame worked behind its bar.

The cocktail list is still excellent. You'll
find house-made ingredients like gugillo re-
duction in a mezcal sour, spiced clarified but-
ter and brown sugar in ahot rum cocktail, and
all the whiskey and brandy a jazz club should
have. There's something for everyone: wine,
local beer, THC drinks and NA options.

And of course, the music. | went to see the
Travis Anderson Trio. They play great jazz

and also do themed shows with jazz versions
of film and video game music. This one fea-
tured songs from Disney, Pixar, Studio Ghib-
li and, naturally, a bonus number from Super
Mario 2 — yes, the weird one with the vege-
tables.

The Dakotais open seven days aweek. The
calendar includes jazz, rock, tribute bands and
even hip hop. You can pre-order valet service
to save money and avoid the cold.

So check their schedule and pick a night.
Or go somewhere else. But go.

_>

THE DAKOTA

5:30-9 PM
5:30-9 PM
5:30-9 PM
5:30-9 PM
5:30-9 PM
5:30-11 PM
5:30-11 PM

Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Saturday

1010 Nicollet Mall
Minneapolis, MN 55403
(612) 332-5299

dakotacooks.com
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THE CASE FOR READING IN AN UNSETTLED MINNEAPOLIS

Dorothy Richmond is founder of the Dear
Neighbor column and a longtime resident of
Cedar-lsles-Dean.

Dear Neighbor,

January was a rough month for
Minneapolitans, and | hope you are safe and
showing love to your neighbors near and far.
Love comes in all shapes and sizes. This
month, let’s talk about the love of reading.

Reading for pleasure has taken a hard hit
in recent decades. Proof of this decline, and
the seed for this column, came to me last year
on December 7 inthe New York Times Sunday
Style Magazine.

The story featured the cloistered elegance
of apenthousein Milan. | usually love looking
at swanky houses in magazines, the house
porn my friend Sanjajokes about, but this one
felt lifeless. The rooms were predictably ritzy
and outfitted with furniture that cost more
than most cars. Then came the library.
Technically one could call it alibrary because
it had shelves, but those poor shelves, starving
for books, held only vases and knickknacks.
Not one book. On the coffee table sat a few
glossy picture books, the kind that announce
“l amworldly.” If apictureisworth athousand
words, shouldn't a library offer at least that
many? | was aghast.

When | was a junior in college, my then
boyfriend visited my room for the first time.
He immediately sat on the floor in front of my
bookcases. | asked what he was doing. Still
scanning the titles, he said, “You can tell alot
about people by their books.” | fell in puppy
love on the spot. | cannot remember his name,
but | have never forgotten hiswords. It istrue.
Our books reveal our interests, tastes,
inspirations and thoughts. They remind us
how we became who we are.
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Love of reading is love of learning, the
outgrowth of curiosity.

A few years ago | hosted a large family
gathering. Three kids were there, ages 4, 6
and 9. | had never met the 9-year-old before
because he was the grandson of a far-flung
relative. The adults were holding court in the
living room, so | took the bored kids to the
basement where we still had toys from earlier
days. The 4-year-old went for the trains. The
6-year-old dove into Lily’'s American Girl
dolls. And the 9-year-old looked adrift.

Trying to draw him out, | asked what he
liked to read. Hereplied, “1 don't read,” in the
same firm tone someone uses when refusing a
cigarette. He preferred video games. | felt a
wave of sadness.

Why should people read? There are many
reasons. It makes you smarter, hones your
focus and isfree through thelibrary. It relaxes
and entertains. But the main reason is that
reading teachesmorethan factsor information.
It gives you an understanding of others,
yourself and the world.

This boy became my mission for the
evening. | was not going to make him read a
book, but | told him this was a social occasion
and his tablet was not invited. “Join us in
conversation.” And he did, reluctantly at first,
then laughing and visiting like the others.

My daughter’s first grade teacher got me
thinking about reading as a quality of life
issue again. | approached him with all the
earnest bluster of afirst time, first grade mom,
wanting reassurance that she was getting solid
math, social studies, music and language arts
instruction.

He said he covered all the basics, but
focused on reading. “If a student cannot read
by the end of first grade and is not reading for
pleasure by third grade, he or she is lost.”
Lost. Reading grants access to nearly

everything life offers. It is the lynchpin of
learning.

When | turned 8, my godmother sent me a
copy of E.B. White€'s “Charlottes Web.” |
read it in alittle nest | built in the living room
under a window between the piano and a
bookcase. It was the best book | had ever read
and the first one that made me cry. Charlotte's
words about friendship moved me deeply.

| was in 4-H, so that August | entered my
pig, a gilt named Lucy, in the Dakota County
Fair. Before showtime, | gave her a buttermilk
bath, just as Mrs. Zuckerman had given
Wilbur to make him radiant. Lucy won a blue
ribbon.

Many books later I met “Catcher in the
Rye,” which shaped my adolescent mind. In
my early 20s | discovered H.L. Mencken for
his wit and eloquence, then Tolstoy for his
morality, then a host of writers who now live,
with my gratitude, in my library.

What books are you grateful for?

— Dorothy
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Join us for a unique concert experience blending chamber music and spoken
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MINNEAPOLIS MOURNS THE LOSS OF
ALEX PRETTI AND RENEE GOOD
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